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What (ever) happened to confession? 


Synod of Bishops convenes in Rome to 
look at decline in use of the sacrament 


- NC phote/UPI 


TOUCHING FAREWELL — Mourners file past the body of Cardinal Humberto 
Medeiros in Boston’s Holy Cross Cathedral. The cardinal died Sept. 17 and was buried 


beside his parents in Fall River, Mass. 


Fr. Jeremiah Murphy dies 


TRALEE, Co. Kerry, Ireland — 
Father Jeremiah Murphy, retired pastor 
of St. Mary Church, Escondido, died in 
Bon Secours Hospital here Sept. 22. He 
had resigned his pastorate at St. Mary’s 
earlier this year because of ill health. 


A Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated for Father Murphy here Sept. 
25, with interment following. Bishop 
Leo T. Maher will be the principal 
concelebrant of an 11 a.m. memorial 
Mass for Father Murphy Oct. 3 at St. 
Mary Church, where Father Murphy was 
pastor from July 1969 until January 2 of 


LA JOLLA — The Co-workers of 
Mother Teresa will celebrate her birthday 
at Mary, Star of the Sea Church on 


Thursday, Oct. 6, at 7:30 p.m. For 
further information, please call Dr. Anita 
Figueredo at 454-5115. 


this year. All priests and deacons have 
been invited to attend. 


FATHER MURPHY was born 
November 12, 1916, at Barradull, 
Killarney, Co. Kerry. He attended St. 
Brendan’s Seminary, Co. Kerry, and in 
1942 was ordained to the priesthood in 
Ireland, but for the San Diego diocese. 
His first assignment was at St. Francis de 
Sales Church, Riverside. 


Father Murphy served at a number of 
parishes in the north and south of the 
diocese, and was pastor of St. John 
Church, Encinitas, from 1961 until he 
went to St. Mary eight years later. 


He was elected to the Priests’ Council 
in 1979 and named episcopal vicar for the 
Escondido deanery the following year. 
Father Murphy was appointed to the 
diocesan Board for Educational 
Ministries in March of 1980. 


By Deacon James Steinberg 


In the mind of Pope John Paul II, there 
is no question but that many Catholics 
seem to have lost all sense of personal sin, 
and the marked decline in the practice of 
individual confession and the reception of 


‘the sacrament of penance only proves it. 


He has asked the bishops of the world for 
help. 


Starting today (Sept. 29), more than 
200 of them will gather in Rome to 
consider the issue. This sixth World 
Synod of Bishops will continue 
throughout much of October, and four 
Americans are among the delegates. 
(Pope John Paul II also appointed two 
Americans as his ‘‘personal’’ delegates: 
Cardinal Timothy Manning of Los 
Angeles and Archbishop Edmund Szoka 
of Detroit.) 


‘‘WITHOUT MEANING to 
anticipate the deliberations of the Synod, 
we believe that the present state of affairs 
points to widespread confusion on a 


Fr. Jeremiah Murphy 
Retired St. Mary Pastor 


number of basic questions: the nature of 
sin, personal morality, the meaning of 
‘fundamental option’ or life-orientation 
as a factor in personal morality, the role 
of penance in spiritual growth and 
maturity, and the nature of the 
sacramental system within our 
sacramental Church,’’ said the U.S. 
bishops’ delegates in a mid- “September 
statement. 


The four are: Archbishop John R. 
Roach of Minneapolis-St. Paul, president 
of the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops; Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of 
Chicago; Archbishop Patrick Flores of 
San Antonio, Texas; and Auxiliary 
Bishop Austin B. Vaughn of New York. 


Please turn to page 6 


Spiritual ‘disease’ 
affecting Church? 


CHICAGO (NC) — In the past 25 
years, a spiritual ‘‘disease’’ has created 
turmoil within the Catholic Church by 
undermining its teaching and practice, 
according to a Catholic moral theologian. 


Germain Grisez, professor of Christian 
ethics at Mount Saint Mary’s College in 
Emmitsburg, Md., spoke about what he 
called ‘‘neo-Gnosticism”’ after receiving 
the fifth annual Cardinal Wright Award 
of the Fellowship of Catholic Scholars 
Sept. 18. 


“NEO- GNOSTICISM, »? said | Grisez, 
is an ‘‘unhealthy spiritual process’’ which 
arises from ‘‘pseudosex,’’ the view that 
sexual behavior is a means for self- 
gratification rather than for living out 
married commitment. 


Neo-Gnosticism also holds that ‘‘sin is 
inevitable but that God will mercifully 
save everyone.’’ It rejects elements of 
dogma which involve bodily reality and 
historical facts, such as original sin and 
the virginity of Mary, Grisez said. 

In 1958, ‘‘traditional moral standards 
were unquestioned by most Catholics,”’ 
said Grisez, but today many Catholics 
“‘replace received Catholic moral 

Please turn to page 19 


Vocations shortfall? Impact may be lessened here 


By Deacon James Steinberg 


Will the Church ever run out of priests? 
No. To think otherwise would admit the 
possibility that Jesus could abandon His 
Church; there will always be men to 
answer the call. But that doesn’t mean 
that there is not now a serious shortfall — 
many call it a crisis — in vocations to the 
priesthood. 


However one compiles the statistics, 
the number of priests is declining while 
the Catholic population is rising. And not 
only will there be fewer priests working 
harder; longer hours in years to come, but 


their median age will be going up at the . 


very time the demands placed upon them 
increase. 

THE NUMBER of priests in this 
country may well be chopped in half by 
the end of the century — only 17 years 
from now. There are 58,000 priests in the 
U.S. today, with an average age of 52; 
many of them are already retired or only 
ministering part-time. 


In the 20 years since the Second 


Vatican Council, the diocesan priesthood 
has decreased by almost one-fifth, and the 
number of seminarians has been slashed 
by almost three-quarters. Dioceses across 
the country are already dealing with the 
problem in a number of ways, and greater 
difficulties seem to lie ahead. 

In the Diocese of San Diego, the goal is 
to add 10 new parishes to serve the 
mushrooming population growth 


expected in the South Bay and the I-15 . 


corridor leading up to the North County. 


THE EXPECTATION, it would 
seem, is that the priests are going to be 
there to staff those new parishes, and 
based on the diocesan track record, they 
will be. But there is a qualification: two of 
the priests closest to the situation — 
Msgr. Henry F. Fawcett and Father 
Mark Campbell — point out that what 
the Roman Catholic Church in Imperial 
and San Diego Counties lacks in home- 
grown vocations will continue to come 
from other dioceses, both here and 


abroad. 
Please turn to page 21 


Msgr. Henry F. Fawcett 
Encouraged...but cautious 


Fr. Mark Campbell 
The word is ‘fortunate’ 


_ 
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PAPAL COINS — The National Bank of Poland is issuing country is using religious symbols and honoring the person of 


special gold and silver coins to mark the visit of Pope John 


Paul Il to his homeland. They are unusual in that acommunist country. 


the pope himself. The set will be available to collectors in this 


Brieis 


ABORTION OPTIONS — An attorney 
for a Chicago-based pro-life said states 
wanting to regulate abortions still have some 
legislative options, despite last June’s abortion 
ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court. The 
attorney listed possibilities for abortion 
legislation, including requiring physicians to 
report abortions they perform, prohibition on 
‘*sex selection’’ abortions and requirements 
that husbands be notified when their wives 
seek abortions. 

FREEZE — A nuclear weapons freeze 
would be the first step in the ‘‘moral about- 
face’’ on nuclear arms sought by Pope John 
Paul II, Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Gumbleton 
of Detroit told a freeze rally on Capitol Hill. 
Bishop Gumbleton, president of the U.S. 
branch of Pax Christi, an international 
Catholic peace movement, urged Senate 
passage of a freeze resolution and said support 
for the freeze is reflected in the pastoral letter 
on war and peace approved by the U.S. 
bishops last spring. 

GRAVE TENSIONS — Archbishop Juan 
Francisco Fresno Larrain of Santiago, Chile, 
made another appeal for peace in his country 
during a church service attended by Chilean 
President Augusto Pinochet, Vatican Radio 
reported. The grave tensions experienced by 
the country call for ‘‘understanding and 

_ mutual respect’’ by all parties, he told an 
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AT: ALL HALLOWS PARISH LIBRARY 
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PANELISTS: Margaret Anne Payne, Attorney at Law of the firm of 
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Reverend Dr. William A. Kraft, Director of Planned Giving, Diocese of San Diego 
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Plan NOW to attend.- All are welcome! 


For additional information, call Father William Kraft at: 


619/232-2812 


audience that included Chile’s top government 
and religious leaders. 

‘IMPOSE PEACE’ — Melkite Patriarch 
Maximos V. Hakim of Antioch has blamed 
foreign powers for Lebanon’s civil war and 
said peace must now be imposed by the United 
States. In an interview with L’Osservatore 
Romano, the Vatican daily newspaper, the 
Melkite Catholic patriarch, who lives in 
Lebanon, defended the present intervention of 
the U.S. 6th Fleet in support of the Lebanese 
government, but called it ‘‘a little late, because 
the multinational peace force should have used 
every means to restabilize the country.”’ 

PRODUCTION STOPPED — The 
Catholic Television Network of Chicago will 
cease production work at the end of October 
but will retain its broadcast capabilities, 
according to Charles Hinds, CTNC executive 
director. He said CTNC is dropping its 
production capabilities in response to findings 
of a communications study commissioned by 
Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago. 

‘HEARTSICK’ — Cardinal Jaime Sin of 
Manila said he was ‘‘heartsick and 
disappointed’’ by a violent demonstration in 
the city Sept. 21, which left at least 10 people 
dead and hundreds wounded. Cardinal Sin 
said he was concerned that the “‘frenzy of 
violence’ might continue after thousands 
demonstrated to call for an end to the 
government of Filipino President Ferdinand 
Marcos. Despite increasing violence there, 
President Reagan still plans to visit that nation 
Nov. 5. The president hopes to alleviate some 
of the criticism about his trip by meeting with 
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Cardinal Sin, a Reagan administration official 
said. 

A FIRST — A woman was elected for the 
first time to head Pax-Romana-ICMICA, the 
Catholic international movement of 
intellectuals and professionals. She is Manuela 
Silva, 51, a professor at Lisbon Technical 
University in Portugal. ICMICA, which 
stands for International Catholic Movement 
for Intellectual and Cultural Affairs, is the 
graduate branch of Pax Romana. 

AMERICAN NAMED — A Chicago 
Jesuit, Father John J. O’Callaghan, was 
elected one of the four general assistants to 
Father Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, superior 
general of the Society of Jesus. The other 
assistant generals are from India, Belgium and 
Chile. 


*-rnal happiness and peace. 


of Grace Church. 


Rosary Church. 
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Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 


GONZALES, Mary Madeline. Mother of Pete 
Gonzales Jr. and Connie Archuleta; seven 
grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren. Funeral 

_ Mass: Sept. 22 at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church. 


CORRAO, Christina Ann. Daughter of Pete and 
Laura Corrao; granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Guiseppe Corrao, Roy L. Talbott and Mrs. 
Dorothy Aids. Funeral Mass: Sept. 22 at Our Lady 


De MARIA, Lucille. Mother of Dominic, Peter, 
John, Veto, Andrew and Mario De Maria, Sarah 
Principato; sister of Andrew Perniciaro, Catarina 
Clemenza; 26 grandchildren; 35 great-grand- 
children. Funeral Mass: Sept. 20 at Our Lady of 


TIERNEY, James Patrick, Jr. Husband of 


E Official 


Bishop Leo T. Maher, 


Saturday, Oct. 1, 7:30 p.m., Coronado, 
Sacred Heart Church, Investiture of Rev. 
Msgr. William E. Elliott as Honorary Papal 
Prelate. 

Sunday, Oct. 2, 4 p.m., San Diego, St. 
Joseph Cathedral, opening prayer service for 
RENEW. 

Monday, Oct. 3, 11 a.m., Escondido, St. 
Mary Church, memorial Mass for Father 
Jeremiah Murphy. 

Tuesday, Oct. 4, 5'p.m., San Diego, St. 
Francis Seminary, Mass, followed by dinner. 

Wednesday, Oct. 5, 5:30 p.m., San Diego, 
Mission San Diego de Alcala, Investiture of 
Msgr.. Joseph Halter as Honorary Papal 
Prelate. : 

Friday, Oct. 7, noon, Rancho Bernardo, 
University of San Diego board of trustees 
luncheon and meeting. 


Father Peter M. Escalante, 
Secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 
Sunday, Oct. 2, 4 p.m., San Diego, St. 
Joseph Cathedral, opening prayer service for 
RENEW. 
Saturday, Oct. 8, 3 p.m., El Centro, 


Central Union High School, Mass, Imperial 
Valley Catechetical Conference, closing Mass. 


Amen. 
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Anita Tierney; father of James P. Tierney III and 
Shannon Marie Tierney; brother of Dan Tierney, 
Maretta Clauson, Patricia Crean, Sheila Jamieson, 
Colleen Barta, Kelly Tierney; son of James P. and 


Marjorie L. Tierney. Funeral Mass: Sept. 19 at St. 
Therese Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 

BRYAN, Margaret A. Widow of the late Dr. 

Allen L. Bryan; mother of Mary Anne Tice and 

John D. Bryan; one grandchild; 10 great-grand- 

children. Funeral Mass: Sept. 20 at St. Charles 
Borromeo Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 


PIPER, Lyle Bradshaw. Husband of Doris 
Piper; father of Teresa Madigan; two grand- 
children. Funeral Mass:* Sept. 19 at Blessed 
Sacrament Church. 


Goodbody Mortuary 
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By Suaan Nowak 


ALCALA PARK — Optimism 
tempered by reality describes the outlook 
of the diocesan vocations team. 


“The caliber of people we’ve seen 
ordained and the great seriousness with 
which they approach their spiritual life’’ 
make Father Peter Escalante hopeful 
about the state of vocations. He’s been 
vocations director since July. 


HIS ASSOCIATE, Franciscan Sister 
Bonnie Pelloux, feels similarly. ‘“My 
optimism comes from the fact that I 
believe the Lord continues to call people 
and I believe our diocese is responding to 
that by offering a good vocations 
program,”’ she said. Sister Bonnie has 
five years experience in vocations 
direction. 


But do those who are called to a 
vocation respond to it? There are several 
reasons many do not, they agreed. 


“‘There’s a whole gamut of things. It is 
not easy to say number one, two and 
three,’’ Sister Bonnie said. ‘‘Some of the 
reality of why we don’t see vocations are 
not really obstacles, they are just facts.”’ 


FOR INSTANCE, many young adults 
pursue a career during their post-high 
school years and postpone. thoughts of a 
vocation until they have settled into a 
career. 


That wait can be bad and good. ‘‘Some 
of the candidates we see are older,’’ she 
added. Many of them are more mature 
and secure in their vocation. But for 
some, the wait can be too long. ‘‘At the 
same time we lose some young people that 
way.’ 

Making decisions when there are so 
many alternatives is difficult for young 
people, Father Escalante said. ‘“They’re 
exposed to so much...it’s a mixed 
blessing. It’s great there’s that 
opportunity, but for some it puts them 
into a state of indecision.” 


IN PAST generations it was acceptable 


-’ to become a priest, but “‘nowadays there 


is not as much social acceptance’’ in the 
priesthood, Father Escalante said. People 
have to find a way to encourage vocations 
because it takes ‘‘courage’’ to answer the 
call now, he added. 


The increased involvement of the laity 
may have something to do with a decrease 
in the number of vocations, Sister Bonnie 
said. ‘‘In the past there was such a 
definite separation between the clergy and 
laity. Now, there’s so much opportunity 
to work within the Church. It’s not an 
obstacle, but people are finding other 
ways to serve the Church besides being a 
priest or Sister.”’ 


Sister Bonnie and Father Escalante 
have met no women who are concerned 
about the possible difficulties of adjusting 
to community life or wearing a habit. 
‘‘The type of lifestyle is not a big issue,”’ 
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LA JOLLA — Students of All Hallows 
Academy and cooperating La Jolla 
merchants are beginning a poster contest, 
hoping to publicize this year’s 
Oktoberfest, a parish event slated for Oct. 
15. 


Oktoberfest will benefit the educational 
programs of All Hallows. Using the 


Sister Bonnie said. Women are concerned 
with discerning their call, not with the 
specifics of Religious life. 


SOME WOMEN are frightened away 
from communities that require college 
education, a dowry and an assurance that 
the applicant is called, Sister Bonnie said. 
‘‘Expectations of communities can make 
the commitment sound more 
scary...Expectations can seem 
overwhelming to young people, and in 
turn, it creates greater apprehension,” 
she said. 


Money can be another obstacle, Sister 
Bonnie said. At one time, everything was 
paid for when a woman entered a 
community. ‘‘Now they have to be 
financially independent,’’ she said. 


A more inviting atmosphere might help 
vocations, she said, adding, ‘‘Young 
people need to be invited in to experience 
the lifestyle of a community.’’ Part of 
Father Escalante’s and Sister Bonnie’s 


Please turn to page 19 


confusion’’ of the post-Second Vatican 
Council years included some false starts 
‘in catechetics, but those attempts are 
finally ‘‘coming to fruition,’’ religious 
educators were told at the 1983 Fall 
Catechetical Institute. 


About 1,300 people attended the bi- 
lingual institute at the University of San 
Diego Sept. 24. The closing Mass in 
Camino Theater was celebrated by 
Auxiliary Gilbert E. Chavez. 


ATTENDANCE AT the annual day 
of workshops was so massive that three 
general assemblies had to be held; one 
was in Spanish and the other two in 
English. 


The English-speaking audience listened 
to Dr. Thomas Groom, -author of the 
soon-to-be published God With Us 
program of the Sadlier Co. Dr. Groom 
also is a fourth grade CCD teacher on the 
east coast. 


“T’m convinced there is nothing the 
Church does in the world that is more 
important than how we will educate,’’ he 
said in his early-morning address. Years 
ago a debate raged over the 
‘*kerygmatic’’ and ‘‘experiential’’ 
approaches to religious education, Dr. 
Groom said, adding that he thinks a 
balance of both systems should be used. 


THE KERYGMATIC approach is 


concerned with focusing on dogma and 
Church teaching and tradition, while the 


Photo by Susan Nowak 
Father Peter M. Escalante, Sister Bonnie Pelloux, OFM 
Diocesan vocations team 


1,300 attend Catechetical Institute 


By Susan Nowak 
ALCALA PARK — The ‘“‘delightful 


experiential system helps students see 
God and the Church in _ everyday 


experiences. 


“*The task of the educator is to balance 
(the new and the old) in a fruitful 
tension,’’ he explained. 


While Dr. Groom advocated blending 
the kerygmatic and experiential 
approaches, his talk, entitled ‘‘Shared 
Christian Praxis,’’ mainly dealt with the 
experiential. 


PRAXIS IS an “in word’’ for 
“learning from life.’’ Shared Christian 
Praxis is a recognition that ‘‘the seeds of 
the divine are in the everyday,’’ a thought 
shared by St. Thomas Aquinas, Karl 
Rahner and Hebrew scriptures, he said. 


Please turn to page 21 


Pope says contraception is ‘profoundly illicit’ 


By Father Kenneth J. Doyle 


CASTELGANDOLFO, Italy (NC) — 
Persons who use methods of artificial 
contraception claim for themselves the 
role of God and reject providence, Pope 
John Paul II said Sept. 17. 


The pope made the observations in a 
20-minute talk to 50 priests who were 
taking part in a seminar on ‘‘Responsible 
Procreation.”’ 


THE POPE said that users of artificial 
contraception ‘‘attribute to themselves a 
power that belongs only to God: the 
power to decide in the final instance the 
coming into existence of a human being.”’ 


‘‘They attribute to themselves,’’ he 
added, ‘‘the quality of being not 
cooperators in the creative power of God, 


Everyone is 
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festival’s theme, students have- created 
posters for display in La Jolla shops, 
banks and other areas permitting public 
announcements. 


AN ACCORDIONIST will play 
throughout the cocktail hour and dinner. 
A silent auction is planned in connection 
with Oktoberfest. 


but the ultimate depositories of the source 
of human life.”’ 


He observed that ‘“‘no human being 
comes into existence by chance’”’ and that 
a person ‘“‘is always the result of God’s 
creative love.”’ 


“CONTRACEPTION is to be judged 
objectively so profoundly illicit,’’ said the 
pope, ‘‘that it can never, for any reason, 
be justified.”’ 


“To think, or to say, anything to the 
contrary is tantamount to saying that in 
human life there can be situations where 
it is legitimate not to recognize God as 
God,’’ the pope observed. 


‘‘The man and the woman are the 


arbiters, they are not masters, called as_ 


they are...to be participants in the 
creative decision of God,’’ he said. 


THE PONTIFF told the priests that 
their understanding of the theological 
reasons behind the impermissibility of 
artificial contraception was a 
“responsibility most urgent’’ and that it 
is ‘‘not in fact sufficient that the teaching 
be faithfully and adequately proposed’’ 
but that they should be able to show ‘‘the 
reasons most profound.’’ 


In addition to the theological reasons 
which the pope advanced, he said there 
were anthropological arguments against 
artificial contraception. 


The sexual act should symbolize in 
marriage the complete donation of the 
essential beings of two persons to each 
other, the pope explained. 


“THE CONTRACEPTIVE act,’’ he 
continued, ‘‘introduces a_ substantial 
limitation from within of this reciprocal 
donation and expresses an objective 
refusal to give to the other all the good of 
femininity or masculinity.”’ 

The pope spoke, too, of the difficulties 
which couples may experience in being 
faithful to the law of God and said that 
such couples should be helped in a fitting 


manner. 


Such assistance, he said, however, does 
not include ‘‘graduating the law of God in 
applying it to various situations in which 
the couples are found.”’ 


JOHN PAUL added that the grace of 
God often makes it possible for people to 
do things they could not otherwise do and 
that people in difficult situations should 
have frequent recourse to the sacrament 
of penance and the Eucharist. 


‘ 


All people ‘‘are called to holiness, and 
marriage is a vocation which can demand 
even heroism,”’ said the pope. 


SEATTLE — A former principal of the 
School of the Madeleine died here Sept. 
26. Franciscan Sister Mary Griffin, 
known as Sister Anthony Philomena 
when she served at the Bay Park, school, 


was in her mid-50s. She was found 
slumped over her desk at Our Lady of 
Lourdes School here, where she was 
principal. 


Saints has students 
from 28 Zip codes 


NORTH PARK — The principal of 
St. Augustine High School for Boys 
claims that his is the only high school in 
San Diego County with students 
commuting from Fallbrook, Carlsbad, 
Vista, Oceanside, La Jolla, Del Mar, 
Lakeside, El Cajon, Santee, Spring 
Valley, Jamul, Coronado, Tijuana and 
all points in between. 


Augustinian Father John Pejza said 
Saints students come from 28 different 
ZIP code areas within San Diego. The 
school attracts 28 percent of its 590 
students from north of Mission Valley; 11 
percent from the South Bay; 12 percent 
from East County, and almost 50 percent 
from the central city. Some students 
commute up to 100 miles per day in a 
round trip. 
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Editorial 


By Brother William 
Bilton, CIM 


No priest, no Eucharist 


The Holy See’s Doctrinal Congregation has 
released a statement condemning as ‘‘absolutely 
incompatible with the faith’’ any view holding that the 
Eucharist can be celebrated without a sacramentally- 
ordained priest. 


Some people will conclude that the chief targets of 
this letter are Belgian theologian Father Edward 
Schillebeeckx and Swiss theologian Father Hans 
Kung, both of whom have espoused the idea that, at 
least in cases of necessity, the Eucharist can be 
solemnly consecrated by baptized persons who are not 
ordained priests. 


In the view of Father Schillebeeckx, ‘‘The election 
and recognition by the community is decisive.’’ 
Sacramental ordination is secondary, in his view. 
This position runs directly counter to the doctrine of 
two general councils of the Church: Fourth Council of 
the Lateran in 1215, and Second Vatican Council, 
1962-65. 


There is a certain freedom which must be accorded 
theologians as they speculate on aspects of Church 
doctrine. 


Ideally, speculative theology is an exercise which 
should enhance the rational arguments supporting the 
teaching of the Church and should contribute to the 
building up of the faith. 


Within theological circles, there should be a certain 
mutual criticism supportive of orthodox Church 
teaching. 

In this time of rapid communication, it is possible 
to disseminate erroneous views without the 
counterbalance of profession or magisterial criticism. 


In the case at hand, the principal objective of the 
Vatican letter is to serve as a corrective to those 
Religious and lay persons who have chosen to act out 
the practical consequences of such _ theological 
speculation. 


The letter makes it crystal clear that anyone who is 
not validly ordained cannot consecrate the Eucharist. 


This letter is timely, because it enhances our 
understanding of the importance of the priesthood in 
the life of the Church. 


For almost two decades, we have been faced with 
diminishing vocations to the priesthood. Many who 
might feel the stirrings of a call to serve the Church as 
priests could be discouraged by an attitude within the 
Church which questions the relevance of the priest. 


Surely it was such practical consideration which 
evoked the strong statement from the Doctrinal 
Congregation, which had the full support of the Holy 
Father. 
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Washington Letter 


By dim Lackey 


With a presidential election year just 
around the corner the U.S. bishops 
appear to be walking a fine line in their 
handling of their new pastoral letter on 
war and peace as it relates to the political 
process. 


On the one hand officials at the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops 
in Washington have emphasized that the 
pastoral is ‘‘not open to partisan usage.’’ 
But they have also said that the pastoral 
was intended to shape the political debate 
on arms control and that the pastoral 
serves as a moral yardstick against which 
political positions on war and peace can 
be measured. 


The latest effort to clarify their position 
came after the chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee, 
Charles T. Manatt, gave a speech which 
some interpreted as a Democratic effort to 
show that the pastoral is more closely 
aligned with Democratic principles on 
arms control than with Reagan 
administration policy. Msgr. Daniel F. 
Hoye, NCCB general secretary, in 
addition to ‘cautioning against partisan 
usage of the document, alluded to areas of 
the pastoral — such as first use of nuclear 
weapons — where the bishops disagreed 
with both Democrats and Republicans 
who have occupied the White House. 


Still it was inevitable that partisan 
efforts would be made to embrace the 
pastoral. And despite the bishops’ latest 
warning those efforts are likely to 
continue as arms control becomes a major 
election-year issue and as Catholics find 
the two nolitical parties seeking their 
loyalty on the arms issue. 


The Reagan administration already 
has on several occasions attempted to link 
the pastoral with its arms control policies. 


First there were the comments from 
State Department officials last April 
welcoming the third draft of the pastoral 
as an endorsement of ‘‘many of the far- 

‘reaching objectives which the 
administration seeks.’’ Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger three weeks later 
delivered a speech listing areas of 
agreement between the pastoral and 
administration policy. (Like Manatt, who 
spoke at Jesuit-run Georgetown 
University, Weinberger’s speech was at 
another Jesuit institution, Fordham 
University.) 


President Reagan himself attempted to 
embrace the pastoral when, in a question- 
and-answer session with reporters the day 
after the pastoral was approved last May, 
he said that ‘‘in reality there are many 
things in there (the pastoral) that we’ll 
have no quarrel with at all.’’. 


The State Department’s reaction to the 
third draft brought the first attempt by 
the bishops to divorce themselves from 
partisanship. The president of the 
NCCB, Archbishop John R. Roach of St. 
Paul-Minneapolis, and the chairman of 
the committee which drafted the pastoral, 
Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of 
Chicago, issued a statement citing areas 
of significant disagreement with U.S. 
policy and saying the pastoral dealt with 
issues ‘‘which have been central to the 
policies of every administration of the 
past four decades.”’ 


The director of the bishops’ Office of 
International Justice and Peace, Father J. 
Bryan Hehir, the chief adviser to 
Cardinal Bernardin’s committee, has said 
the pastoral will have an impact on the 
1984 elections because it ‘‘will help keep 
the nuclear question before the American 
public as one of the central issues by 
which any candidate or party ought to be 
judged.”’ 

What the bishops want then is for the 
pastoral to become the basis for public 
discussion in a number of arenas — 
political, educational and religious, for 
example — but not to become a 
document that any one candidate or party 
can identify as its own. 


The value of sacrifice 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — Ending his summer rest outside 
Rome, Pope John Paul II told 60,000 visitors in St. Peter’s 
Square Sept. 21 that it is Christ’s sacrifice on the cross which 
saves mankind. 


At his weekly general audience the pope announced that he 
would not be returning to his residence at Castelgandolfo, south 
of Rome, where he had spent the summer. While living at the 
lakeside villa he had returned to the Vatican briefly on 
Wednesdays for his weekly general audience. 


In his talk, the pope noted that humankind has been saved by 
Jesus Christ. and quoted St. Paul’s proclamation that ‘‘Christ 
loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God.”’ 


‘The redemption of the world and the redemption of each one 
of us was accomplished through the sacrifice of Christ on the 
cross,’” the pope said. 


“‘By this sacrifice,’’ he added, ‘‘we are freed from sin and 
restored to grace. We receive the promise of life everlasting and 
the pledge of communion with God for all eternity.”’ 


In stressing the union of Jesus and humanity, the pope said 
that Jesus sacrificed Himself in the name of humanity and as its 
representative, Christ could act for all humankind in virtue of the 
solidarity He acquired with human nature through the 
incarnation, he said. 


‘*He effected it as an act of love and spontaneous obedience,”’ 
the pope said, ‘‘thus realizing the design of God through which 
He became the new Adam and mediator of justice and mercy for 
all mankind.”’ 


While touring the audience crowd in the square, Pope John 


Paul stopped to speak with a group of youths about the value of 
sacrifice in their lives. 


Insights 


By Father Richard 
F. Duncanson 


What about indulgences? 


Recently I participated in an ecumenical discussion at a local 
Lutheran church. During the social afterwards, a gentleman who 
identified himself as a former Catholic asked me, ‘‘What have 
you done with purgatory and indulgences?”’ 


Shortly after that discussion, a national team of Catholic and 
Lutheran theologians announced completion of a landmark 
agreement on justification. The full text of the 21,000-word 
consensus statement has not yet been released, but the Lutheran 
co-chairman of the team issued a communiqué for the group 
which reported: ‘‘We recognize that there are differences 
between our two traditions with regard to the doctrine of 
justification, but we are convinced that these are not church- 
dividing.”’ 


During the past 18 years, the U.S. Lutheran-Roman Catholic 
dialogue has gained a reputation for its scholarship and advanced 
ecumenical thinking. Previous consensus statements have been 
published on the Nicene Creed, Baptism, the Eucharist as 
sacrifice, Eucharist and ministry, papal primacy, and the 
infallible teaching authority of the Church. Despite the 
consensus, however, each of these statements points out areas of 
continued doctrinal disagreement between the Lutheran and 
Roman Catholic traditions. Whether these disagreements are 
‘“‘church-dividing’’ must be determined by the highest 
authorities in both traditions. 


Of the topics which have been discussed by the dialogue team 
since 1965, ‘‘justification’’ is certainly central to any hope for 
Lutheran-Roman Catholic reunion. It is ecumenically 
encouraging that 20 Lutheran and Roman Catholic theologians 
agreed: “‘We can and do confess together that our hope for 
salvation rests entirely on God’s merciful action in Christ.’’ It 
might well turn out, however, that their statement will not help 
answer the gentleman’s question about purgatory and 
indulgences. 


By 


Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


The other day I picked up a book that had just come in 
the mail, with the intention of dipping into it here. and 
there, as is my habit, to get the ‘“‘feel’’ of it before 
beginning to read it. I began the introduction, sat down 
and continued to read. Two hours and 126 pages later, I 
closed the little book at its final pages, utterly charmed. 


It was in the nature of a memoir — or rather reflections 
upon his life by a well-known theologian now nearing his 
70s. It was a gentle, humorous, honest and sensitive 
commentary on the life and thought of a man, a priest, 
which he called Musings on the Human Journey. There 
was an unself-conscious warmth and willingness to risk 
vulnerability that I found profoundly pleasing. The depth 
of insight I had expected. The human charm I had not. 


BUT ONE paragraph arrested my attention and 
caused me to stop for a while to think about it. It seemed 
to fall out of symmetry. After what seemed to be a 
triumphant affirmation of life, the author speaks of death 
as a darkness, a negation of self. ‘‘And so I fear that, like 
Dylan Thomas, I ‘shall not go gently into that good 


night.’ I am much more likely to ‘burn and rave at close | 


> 99 


of day; rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

He goes on to say that in the awareness of the darkness 
of death one needs a new conversion to the Risen Christ. 
Even while following this thought and understanding his 
position, I wondered why it is that we still so often 


Ins and Outs 
By Most Rev. Norbert F. Gaughan 
Auxiliary Bishop of Greensburg, Pa. 


perceive death as darkness or ‘‘dying’’ of the light. If we 
are to accept evidence from people who have experienced 
something very akin to death as blazing or brilliant light 
and heightened awareness, how can we still fear its 
approach? 


St. Paul speaks of death as transition, as change, the 
culmination of a life of constant transition and change, 
and I suppose a degree of fear has bound us in each of 
those times of change. We talk of the stress inherent in the 
movement from childhood to adolescence; to early 
adulthood, middle age and old age; to death. 


THERE IS always some fear of the unknown, some 
reluctance to leave what is familiar and has meaning to 
us. Fortunately we are usually surrounded by people who 
have made the transition successfully and so are able to 
share their experiences and offer a helping hand or word 
of advice and encouragement. Except in the transition 
through death. Here we have to rely on belief in the 
scriptures and faith in the promises of God! Here is the 
truly unknown into which we must journey alone, leaving 
all that we love and know and cherish. 


Perhaps we in the Church have come to cling too 
strongly to life because in the past we have been called to 
negate it! Perhaps the idea of going ‘‘gently’’ into death 
seems a little pious and morbid in our self-assertive age. 


Go gently or raging into the night? 


We must, of course, celebrate life, for to do less would be 
an insult to its Creator, but may we not also celebrate 
death as the great fulfilling and ultimate step in our 
human and Christian destiny? 


If I should perceive death, not as the dying of light but 
as the coming into true light — not as the destruction of 
the ‘‘I’’ who has lived this life, but as the final awareness 
of who that ‘‘I’’ really is and where I fit into the plan of 
Life itself — should I really flinch from it? If I perceive 
death as the railway train, ocean-going ship or airliner 
waiting to transport me to the presence of a totally 
fulfilling lover who has waited for me from beyond time, 
would I really rage at the parting that necessitates? 


I HOPE that I will go gently into that good light — I 
do not see it as a night — and that no laggings of 
reluctance or lingerings of nostalgia will inhibit the last 
great leap in faith. I hope that I will find it as exciting and 
challenging and full of promise as all the other transitions 
of life. I hope that it will not be difficult to relinquish the 
beauty and wonder of this life in the belief that the best is 
yet to come. 


It seems most fitting to go gently into the presence of 
the infinitely gentle God and the fire of His incomparably 
gentle love — gently and gratefully, valuing the gift of life 
in its proper perspective and welcoming the gift of death 
in its. 


Confirmation and community 


Every generation in the Church uses the ‘*ancient 
Church”’ as a referral point for directions. A priest told 
how he was trying to find such direction to solve the 
problem of ‘‘the age of confirmation.’’ That continues to 
bother some bishops, priests and religious educators who 
want to push that age to more mature years. This priest 
proposed that in the early stages of its development, the 

sacrament was conferred at a young age. But that was 
done because the child would be handed over to the total 
Christian community where he could be further taught in 
Gospel values. 

While today we try to provide experiences and 
Christian works to be -done by candidates for 
confirmation, do they afterwards take up a more active 
role in the ‘“‘totally Christian community,’’ the parish? 
Mostly the answer is no, because how many parishes are 
that complete Christian community? In fact, today the 
parish has become a sort of umbrella of smaller and 
sometimes contrasting groups. 

BUT RESEARCH is telling us that even in the days of 
the early Church the communities were not that 
completely Christian, or better still, they did not all agree 
what the Christian demands were on the man or group. 
Scripture scholars are now demonstrating how many 
varying currents there were in those early churches, how 


Moral Perspectives 
By Rev. Gerald Coleman, SS 


many varieties of expression, and even different practices. 
Scripture scholar Father Raymond Brown a few years ago 
examined those communities who were reflecting the 
thought and teaching of the author of the Fourth Gospel, 
‘the beloved disciple,’’ and showed their divergence. He 
explained those groups were sometimes in conflict with 
one another. 


Now Father Brown and John P. Meier review two 
other early churches, one at Antioch, the other at Rome, 
to explore the thesis that from the beginning there were 
very diverse views within Christianity in those cities. 


Antioch, explained by Meier, is believed to be the place 
where St. Matthew’s Gospel was written. It is the city 
where it may be true the name ‘“‘Christian’’ was first 
given to the new believers, but where there were 
divergences. Meier proposes at least four different groups 
within the Christian community who held, if not 
contradictory, at least diverse views on what was the 
essence of the Christian life. Father Brown devotes 
himself to Rome and develops his evidence from St.Paul, 
the First Letter of Peter, and Hebrews, which to him show 
there was development, and even change in a ‘Christian 
community.’’ 


SOMETHING LIKE this is still happening today. So 
while we talk about the Catholic Church in America, we 


must be aware that diocese differs from diocese just as 
cultural patterns change from region to region. And even 
in the same diocese one parish differs from another in the 
way it expresses its Catholic life. As we said above, within 
the same parish there can be varieties of Catholic 
maturity and understanding. 


We continue to pursue that mysterious thing, that will- 
o’-the-wisp: community. We talk about it, celebrate it; 
too often it ends up as one meaning for a pastor and 
another to its Catholic leaders. How can then the growing 
Christian, having been confirmed, continue to be 
nurtured in the Christian community? 


The question of age of confirmation will continue to be 
debated. The Bishops’ Committee on Liturgy recognizes 
diversity and suggests that this matter not be legislated 
nationally but to continue the practice of allowing local 
decisions. This is probably a reasonable decision, because 
the nature of the local church, that is, the diocese, is 
supposed to be known by its shepherd, the bishop. It is 
this leader who recognizes it as it was in the days of the 
early Church, what is the general state of the Christian 
life there. It is better to let the local community, into 
which the confirmed person is to be returned, say how 
and when it is ready to aid in the continued growth of that 
Catholic. 


Test tube babies — Iv 


In the first article we discussed the unparalled 
dimensions which in vitro fertilization introduces into the 
entire birthing process, dimensions with concerns as 
broad as medical, moral, parental and legal. 


In the second article we explained in detail the actual 
process of in vitro fertilization. We also noted the meaning 
of artificial insemination by the husband (homologous) 
and by a donor (heterologous). 

IN THE third article we merely introduced this part by 
reiterating the Church’s teaching that marital love and 
procreation are not separable realities, that sexual love 
involves an acceptance of the responsibility for 
procreation. 

In 1956 in his address to the Second World Congress on 
Fertility and Sterility, Pope Pius XII again emphasized 
the absolute inseparability of the unitive and procreative 
dimensions of marital intimacy. Specifically he said, ‘‘On 
the subject of the experiments in artificial human 
fecundation in vitro, let it suffice for us to observe that they 
must be rejected as immoral:and absolutely illicit.”’ 

Pope Pius XII’s teaching on this subject remains the 
official teaching of the Church to this date. Because of this 
fact, we need to study the teaching carefully. 

FIRST, THE teaching seeks to protect the value of 
intimacy between wife and husband. The Church fears 
that in vitro fertilization can too easily convert marriage 


and human sexuality into a biological laboratory. The 
personal dimension of the couple is highlighted in this 
affirmation. 


Second, the teaching seeks to protect the value of the 
human expression in the marital action of intercourse. In 
his 1956 address, e.g., the pope,emphasized, ‘“The child 
is the fruit of the conjugal union when that union finds full 
expression by bringing into play the organic functions, 
the associated sensible emotions and the spiritual...love 
which animates it. It is within the unity of this human 
activity that the biological prerequisites of generation 
should take place.”’ 


Third, the teaching seeks to protect the value of the 
inseparability of the unitive and procreative aspects of 
human sexuality. There is a related aspect~to this 
teaching, although not contained explicitly within the 
teaching itself: the dimension of experimentation. 


FOLLOWING THE lead of Pope Pius XII on this 
subject, some authors have included in the reasons not 
favoring in vitro fertilization the belief that. this process 
actually involves human experimentation without consent 
(i.e., of the potential child). 

I would suggest that this aspect of experimentation 
without consent might be better focused if we center in on 
the first part of the process, as explained in article two. 


We here noted that several ova are placed in a dish 


containing blood serum and nutrients. Male sperm is 
then added for fertilization. 


ULTIMATELY, however, only the fertilized ovum 


- which has the best potential for normal human growth is 


placed in the uterus. The other fertilized ova are 
discarded. This dimension of in vitro fertilization presents 
the most problematic area and must be condemned since 
human life is present from the moment of fertilization. 

A final element contained within the traditional 
teaching involves the question of attaining the male 
sperm. 

We mentioned earlier in this series that the respected 
Jesuit moralists Vermeersch and Kelly taught the moral 
permissibility of artificial insemination by the husband, as 
long as the sperm was not obtained through 
masturbation. 

WE NOTED that Pius XII later disavowed this 
teaching,-speaking fundamentally about interfering with 
the plan of God in the procreation of new life. 

Implicit in this teaching, however, is the classical 
teaching of the Church that the direct action of 
masturbation is always objectively wrong, no matter what 
the intent of the person involved. 

Masturbation for purposes of attaining sperm for in 
vitro fertilization is thus not acceptable in the official 
teaching of the Church. 
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Continued from page 1 


For the U.S. bishops going to Rome, getting Catholics, 
clergy and laity alike, back to basics will no doubt be the 
priority. Reading between the lines of their statement, 
their concerns are obvious: persons who don’t believe it is 
possible to sin will have nothing to ask forgiveness for, as 
will those who believe they are forgiven by a loving God 
without the necessity of priest and sacrament. 


EVEN THE very name of the sacrament and the 
discipline surrounding it has undergone a dramatic 
change since the Second Vatican Council: confession is 
reconciliation; confessionals are reconciliation rooms; the 
option of face-to-face confession can subtly alter, some 
critics say, the priest-penitent relationship to that of 
counselor-patient; the sacrament has taken on a 
communal rather than an individual aspect; at times the 
faculty for general absolution without individual 
confession has been abused; and the norm of first 
confession before first Holy Communion has sometimes 
been lost in the shuffle. 


While still open to the ‘‘new possibilities’” surrounding 
the rite since the Council, the four U.S. bishop-delegates 
still ‘‘believe that for compelling theological, pastoral and 
ascetical reasons, private individual confession of sin is 
and will remain a necessary part of the sacrament’s 
ordinary form.”’ 


‘‘No pastor can be complacent about the evidence that 
people who need the sacrament are today either not 
receiving it or receiving it very seldom,”’ they said. ‘‘In 
particular we are conscious of the importance of 
encouraging children to make regular reception of 
penance an important part of their spiritual lives.” 


HAVING SAID what needs to be done, what the 
synod, called ‘‘Penance and Reconciliation in the Mission 
of the Church,’’ will actually accomplish remains to be 
seen. The synod is deliberative and consultative, an 
exercise in the collegiality envisioned by the Second 
Vatican Council. But its decisions have neither the force 
of law nor. the magisterial authority of an ecumenical 
council. This* much has been acknowledged by 
Archbishop Josef Tomko of Czechoslovakia, secretary of 
the synod. 


While the final say belongs to Pope John Paul II alone, 
the synod is ‘‘conceived as a participation of the delegates 
of the Catholic episcopate in the pastoral care which the 
successor of Peter has for the whole Church,’’ said the 
archbishop. | 

This is the sixth time a pope has assembled a synod of 
bishops. The first was called by Pope Paul VI in 1967 to 
discuss the planned revision of the Code of Canon Law, to 
take effect this Nov. 27; the last one, in 1980, on 
Christian family life, resulted in Pope John Paul II’s 
apostolic exhortation Familiaris Consortzo. 


DESPITE ITS lack of real power, any vote by the 
synod ‘‘carries a qualitative ecclesiastical weight,”’ 
Archbishop Tomko told a group of 90 visiting U.S. 
bishops in Rome last month. 


“‘On the basis of that conviction,’’ he said, ‘‘John Paul 
II strove to introduce — sometimes ad litteram (to the 
letter) — the 43 propositions of the last synod 
into...Familiaris Consortto.’? The expectation is that the 
pontiff will give equal weight to the conclusions reached 
by the 1983 synod. 


Several common concerns emerged, especially from the 
West, as the Vatican compiled the preliminary input from 
the world’s bishops that led up to the fixing of an agenda 
and discussion topics for the synod. They are, said 
Archbishop Tomko: 


e ‘‘The increase of a certain ‘clashing’ at various 
levels of communitarian, social, ecclesial and civil life; 


e ‘‘The rather generalized decline in the sense of sin, 
tied to the decline of the sense of God caused by multiple 
factors; 


e ‘The growing falling away from the sacrament of 
penance; 
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e ‘‘The insufficient and not always faith application 
of the Ordo Penitentiae,‘‘ the Church . norms for 
administering the sacrament of penance. 


THE CLERGY must share some of the blame for the 
downturn in sacramental confession, Archbishop Flores 
said before leaving for Rome. 


“‘The number of priests and bishops receiving the 
sacrament of reconciliation has decreased too, and so has 
the number of priests willing to administer the 
sacrament...we can come out with a good document, but 
it will mean nothing unless we are willing to practice 
reconciliation both within and outside of the sacrament 
ourselves.”’ 


Pope John Paul takes a dim view of general absolution, 
noted Archbishop Flores, ‘‘but the topic is unavoidable. 
It’s in the minds of a lot of bishops’ conferences. Given 
the shortage of priests in many places, some feel there is 
no option but general absolution. It’s a problem in Latin 
America for sure, and it’s getting to be that way in the 
United States.”’ 


‘SIN SAN Antonio we have situations of one priest for 
1,500 families. Deacons help us in our ministry, but 
absolution is limited to the priest.’’ 


(In cases where the Church allows general absolution, 
there is still the absolute requirement that the recipients 


Synod of Bishops to study confession downturn... 


go to individual confession at the first opportunity. Nor is 
this likely to change, even if the pope does ease up on the 
very limited opportunities when general absolution, short 
of the danger of imminent death, is allowed.) 


Both Archbishops Flores and Tomko share the view 
that individuals need to assume a personal lifestyle of 
reconciliation, marked by inner conversion and personal 
penance, for the sacrament to become revitalized; true 
reconciliation also entails sacrifice. 


SAID ARCHBISHOP Tomko: ‘‘We need to improve 
our self-control. That’s what we learn to do through the 
practice of penance. We’re not here to use, abuse and 
consume all that we can lay our hands on.”’ 


A lifestyle of true reconciliation, he added, also requires 
Christians ‘‘to become reconcilers in the society around 
us, workers of justice and peace in the family, at work, in 
our city and in our society.”’ 


Only time will tell if the synod can reverse the dramatic 
decline in sacramental confession experienced over the 
past two decades since the Second Vatican Council. 

BUT LIKE the new vision of shared responsibility 
among the bishops contained in the council documents, 


the synod is an expression of the collegiality among the - 


world’s bishops which marked the council itself. 


House extends Hyde abortion $ ban 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Another one-year extension 
of the Hyde amendment’s ban on federal funding of 
abortions was approved by the House of Representatives 
Sept. 22. The vote was 231-184. 


The measure approved by the House would be more 
stringent than current law by prohibiting even funding of 
abortions to save the life of the mother. 


BUT REP. Henry J. Hyde (R-Ill.), sponsor of the 
amendment for the past seven years, assured House 
members a life-of-the-mother clause would be added in a 
House-Senate conference committee. 


Current law allows federal funding of abortions in such 
life-of-the-mother cases. 


Pro-life groups immediately hailed the vote as a major 
victory, particularly after last summer’s Supreme Court 
abortion decision and the defeat two weeks later in the 
Senate of a constitutional amendment sponsored by Sen. 
Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah). hia 

ALSO, OPPONENTS of the abortion funding ban, 
led by Rep. Henry A. Waxman (D-Calif.), have begun a 
drive to restore government funding of abortions for poor 
women. 


“The substantial margin of victory is another 
indication that public sentiment is strongly opposed to the 
use of tax money to fund the destruction of innocent 
unborn babies,’’ said Jean Doyle, president of the 
National Right to Life Committee, in a statement. 


House members had to settle for the more stringent 


Hyde amendment after a committee-approved version 
permitting the life-of-the-mother exception was removed 
from the bill on a technicality. 


AS IN past years the amendment was attached to the 


annual appropriations bill for the Departments of Labor ~ 


and of Health and Human Services. 


During the nearly one-hour debate on the amendment 
Hyde argued that Congress ‘“‘should not impose on 
millions of taxpayers the terrible violation of their 
consciences of forcing them to subsidize abortion.”’ 


But Rep. Patricia Schroeder (D-Colo.) objected to the 
more stringent language, saying that forcing poor women 
to carry their pregnancies to term made her “‘terribly 


angry. 


NOTING THAT only two of her four children have 


lived, Mrs. Schroeder said, ‘‘I wish that I were the type of 


woman who had children terribly easily, but I am not and 
many others are in the same situation.”’ 


PHILADELPHIA (NC) -- The world is losing its sense 
of sin, Cardinal John Krol of Philadelphia told 250 priests 
Sept. 14. The cardinal said that priests should preach 


more about sin, death, hell and purgatory to remind 
people of their purpose in life, the consequences of sin and 
the need for redemption. 
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o you remember when 

this. holy man capti- 
vated a nation? This pastor 
of thirty million was the 
most loved and celebrated 
Catholic teacher of our 
century. Listen to Bishop 
Sheen as he teaches the 
Catholic Faith in this mag- 
nificent series of confer- 
unedited or 


‘It sure attacks the proble:ns of 
modern. liberal Christianity! 


‘.. . examines the secret guiit of 
the atheist and the skeptic. He tells us 
why moral principles guide every- 
one, whether they know it or not!” 

“.,. amazed at his insight... how he 
knew one woman he was instructing 
had an abortion — even though she 
never told him.” 

~... (Sheen) tells us about that 
little ‘area of freedom’ you can still 
find in every man with a difficult vice. 
and how he counseled a struggling 
alcoholic he knew.” 

~... how he relieves our. fear of 
death, and tells us how to overcome 
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the fear. even ‘rehearsing for the 
final hour.” 

“...food for thought with the 
psychiatrist who confessed to Sheen 
that one third of his patients were not 
mentally sick.” ( 

= _.. Archbishop Sheen at his best. 
Over 24 hours of instruction and 
advice from an old master. This is a 
perfect gift. especially for young 
Catholics whose eyes will be opened 
as they listen to a priest who echoes 
popes instead of liberated nuns.” 


Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 


Oo Yes! Please send me conferences 1 and. 2 O | need a Cassette Player. Please send me your special 
(Philosophy of Life and Conscience) | understand close-out earphone model «@ $2995 plus $2 50 
that they are mine to keep ABSOLUTELY FREE shipping and handling (total cost $32 45) My check 

| further understand that unless | notify you to is enclosed 
cancel my subscription. you will ship me auto- 
matically 2 additional conferences on a once-a- Ne 
month basis for the total cost of $5.00 freight free 2 4 a 
conferences on one cassette. | realize | may cancel 
my subscription at any time with no further Address 
obligation 
O | would like to take advantage of a large savings by City 7m 


purchasing the entire album now Please ship me the 
complete set of “Ye Shall Know The Truth” @ $85.00 State 


Zip 


plus $3.50-shipping and handling charges My check 
is enclosed 


Please allow 2 weeks or sooner for delivery. 
All donations are TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 172 
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Photo by Deacon James Steinberg 
Two sisters pray before the Blessed Sacrament in the chapel of the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration for an increase of vocations. 
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Local seminarians reflect . 


diversity but common faith 


By Michael J. Sinor 

If you ever have the chance to ask a few 
of San Diego’s seminarians why they are 
studying for the priesthood, be prepared 
to listen to different and interesting 
stories. You won’t find any stereotypes. 
You will find men of various ages with 
diverse backgrounds coming together to 
form a community with a common goal. 
They have each responded to the 
challenge of discerning a call — a call to 
serve God’s people and to proclaim the 
good news of Jesus Christ as priests. 


Let me introduce you to a few of the 
guys at St. Francis Seminary studying for 
the Diocese of San Diego. 


Now Tommie Jennings (T.J.) is not 
your average guy. He’s about 6’2”’ and 
built like a Mack truck. T.J. is 34 years 
old, an ex-Marine with ten years of 
service, and to top it off, a convert from 


Alabama. That’s Baptist country. T.J. 
converted to Catholicism when he was 25 
and thought about priesthood for a long 
time: ‘‘I wanted to make sure it wasn’t a 
fancy illusion.’’ He speaks gently when he 
describes the men and the variety of gifts 
they each bring to uplift the community. 


Todd Salzman went to University of 
San Diego High School, across the street 
from the seminary, for four years. He is 
19 and in his second year at the seminary. 
Todd is probably one of the most down to 
earth and easy-going young men you will 
ever meet. When I asked him what led 
him to St. Francis, he explained that he 
had been inspired by the priests he had 
known. The most positive aspect of the 
seminary for Todd is ‘“‘the support and 
the love shared between the community 
as a whole.”’ 


Miguel Figueroa, 24, is the oldest of 


SO ene ae eee gie 


nine children, but only by eight minutes. 
He has a twin brother. Miguel is 
originally from a little town close to 
Guadalajara, Mexico. He is quiet and 
soft-spoken, but if you listen closely, you 
begin to appreciate the courage and the 
faith of this man. He came to the U.S. on 
a student visa when he was 16. Because of 
the obstacles he had with English and the 
time spent working to help support his 
family, Miguel never received a formal 
high school diploma. It was only during a 
bilingual program at Palomar Junior 
College that he was able to acquire the 
credits needed to go to San Diego State 
University and eventually the University 
of San Diego. Asked about his reasons for 
considering the priesthood, he replied, ‘‘I 
feel I have a devotion to it. I want to help 
the Spanish-speaking community, as well 
as others.” 

Scott Burnia, 25, spent four years in a 
Benedictine monastery before applying to 
study in San Diego. ‘“‘I really valued my 
faith above everything, and I felt I could 
utilize my faith in the priesthood better 


than any other life style. I wanted to be 


more involved with people.’’ 


Tomasz Bysiek is a 21-year-old 
seminarian from Poland. When I asked 
him what he thought about the United 
States, he replied, ‘It was my dream 
always to come here. I never thought it 
would be possible. I feel happy here. It is 
the greatest time in my life.’’? Tomasz 
thought about the possibility of 
priesthood while studying at the Catholic 
University in Lublin, Poland. He also 
spent time in Rome before coming to the 
U.S. four months ago. Listening to 
Tomasz speak about Europe and his 
homeland is fascinating — and he can do 
so in any of five languages he speaks 
fluently. 


These are just a few of the men 
studying for the priesthood in the Diocese 
of San Diego. They each have gifts and 
talents to share. Yet, as one of the new 
guys put it, ‘‘Everyone here, so far as I’ve 
met, is just a normal person. They like to 
be themselves.”’ 


Add to that the qualities of love and 
faith and you find a community of men 
with a dream. 


Discernment leads to vocation recognition 


By Angela Zawadzki 
“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, so that 
you may judge what is God’s will, what is 
good, pleasing and perfect.’’ (Romans 12:2) - 


Today, we are bombarded with so 
many choices. Not only can we pick the 
softest and prettiest bathroom tissue, 
select the type of television program we 
want to watch, or whet our appetite with 
an assortment of foreign foods, but we 
have the gift to choose among the many 
and varied life styles the Lord offers us. 

Growing up, I imagined myself falling 
in love, getting married, rearing a family, 
and living happily ever after. Single life 
was an option I didn’t give much 


consideration and the infamous Religious 
life was conveniently tucked deep within 
my mind where it wouldn’t ‘‘distract”’ 
me. It wasn’t until I matured a bit that I 
realized my need to be happy. I knew, 
too, that I would only be truly happy if I 
were fulfilling the Father’s will in my life. 
Sure enough, God interrupted my world 
and it was time to take an honest look at 
Religious life. And so, my journey began. 

Through a person in my parish, I 
learned about a vocation retreat for young 
women possibly interested in Religious 
life. I attended the retreat, which was an 
opportunity to experience various forms 
of prayer, examine my past and present, 
share my fears and dreams with other 
women who were experiencing similar 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 


Fr. Peter M. Escalante/Sr. Bonnie Pelloux 


Directors of Vocations 
St. Francis Seminary 
1667 Santa Paula Drive 
San Diego, CA 9211f 
293-7867 
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feelings (I was not alone), and look 
inward to recognize my giftedness. The 


Spirit was present, filling us with trust’ 


and courage to express ourselves. 

Following the retreat experience were 
the support group meetings set up once a 
month to give us further insight into 
community life and to serve as a support 
in our discernment. 

In conjunction, we were encouraged by 
the diocesan vocation office to have a 
spiritual director. I was blessed with two 
such persons to help and guide me in 
answering first, my call to holiness and 
then, in the discernment of a vocation: 
married, Religious, single. 

Through this process, personal prayer 
and my sincere commitment to Christ, I 


managed to survive all the uncertainties, 
confusion, fears and discouragement and 


still come to a decision. Religious life? 
Yes. 


As I write this short reflection, I 
peacefully say that I am living in a 
formation house continuing to discern 
God’s will for my life. My being here 
would not have been possible if my 
family, pastor, priests, and the parish 
community of Our Lady of Grace had not 
fostered my love for Jesus and then 
followed through with their loving 
support and generosity. I have been truly 
blessed. 


I continue my journey in the spirit of 
my God. 


ESTABLISHED TO TRAIN MEN 
_ FOR SERVICE 
AS DIOCESAN PRIESTS 
IN THE DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO 
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Too busy to pray? 


By Brother William Bilton, CJM 
The metal clip on the empty flag pole rope noisily.and 
busily announced its active presence. I heard it clanging 


. in an empty parish school yard this past summer as I was 


dashing toward the rectory. On the way out, it reminded 
me of itself again as the breeze pushed it to and fro. It 
reminded me of itself. It reminded me of myself. 

Life’s breezes push me to and fro, from one thing-to-do 
to another. There is always something to do. There is 
never enough time. There never will be enough time. I’ve 
lived long enough, now, to know that. 

In the face of such experiential wisdom, what does one 
do when letters need to be written, phone calls need to be 
made, irate Southern Cross readers need an explanation, 
meetings need to be attended, people need to be 
comforted, editorials need to be written, nuclear 
acceleration needs to-be stopped, budgets need to be 
watch-dogged, bodies and spirits need to be renewed? 

In a world in which God is the center of all being, it is 
sadly a fact that we — the highest form of being created 
by God, the only being that can reason — not only 
choose to make self the center, but believe this to be so. 
In this God-centered world, our self-centered beings 


forget who we really are. 


If we do not pray, how can it be otherwise? 

Prayer is taking time to, remember that we are 
dependent creatures on an omnipotent creator, upon 
whom we can rely and to whom we owe all that we are. 
Prayer is being aware that it is, indeed, ‘‘right and just to 
give Him thanks and praise.’’ Prayer is taking the time to 
ponder the mystery of Jesus. Prayer is taking time to 
remember that everything does not depend upon us, that 
— as Christians — we have only one responsibility: to be 
revealers of the Word. 

Jesus was able to comprehend the immensity of God’s 
faithfulness and love through observing its lavishness on 
such insignificant beings.as lilies and birds. 

No less is asked of us. Jesus looked beyond the beauty 
of life on this earth to the source of that beauty. Prayer 
keeps us mindful that'all of life is a potential revelation of 
God. Prayer keeps us mindful that all of life is sacred; that 
just to be is a holy and beautiful thing. 

Busy people can forget that. We can miss God’s 
attempts to reach into our lives and speak to us. A tiny 
child, born with a head too big for her body, has much to 
teach us about our value system as she valiantly struggles 
day after day to lift her head. We can be moved to deeper 
sensitivity for fragile human beings through the 
recognition of fear in a young child’s eyes. 

Even movies, such as Gandhi, can reveal God to us. 
Like Gandhi, the awareness of our own ‘‘devils’’ can lead 
us to non-judgmental acceptance of and patience with the 
**devils’’ of others: 

Prayer can help us call attention to the ‘‘mini- 
resurrections’’ in our lives — foretastes of the 
Resurrection which is to come: times when all is pure joy, 
when Jesus seems very near and very dear, when life is 
precious and appreciated, when nothing seems too hard 
or too challenging. Resurrection is the central message of 
Christianity and its reality cannot help but express itself 
in our experiences as — through prayer — we more 
deeply comprehend its significance. 

When bad things happen to the good, but busy person, 
prayer becomes a ventilation of feelings of anger, 
frustration and rebellion in the face of life’s contradictions 
and sufferings.’At such times, Jesus reminds us that He 
experienced the same feelings. and asked the same 
questions. 

In sharing the lonely walk He made, under the weight 
of the cross, we may come to understand that our lives are 
not problems to be solved, but mysteries to be lived. If we 
listen really attentively, we may hear ‘‘My grace is 
sufficient for you.”’ 

This world of ours is God-centered. If we think 
otherwise, we miss the mark of our existence. All that is 
good and true and beautiful comes from God, in the 
center of our being> 

We can forget this if we get too busy to pray. We can 
look for the right things in the wrong places. Unless our 
busy-ness finds its nourishment in the center of our being, 
it can never be more than “‘sounding brass’’ or “‘tinkling 
cymbals’’ or, worse still, just a ‘‘clanging clip.”’ 


VOCATION RETREAT 
WEEKENDS 


Men: Nov. 4-6 
Women: Nov. 11-13 


Explore The Possibilities of 
Priestly or Religious Life 


For Information Contact 
Fr. Peter Escalante 
or 
Sr. Bonnie Pelloux 


Vocations Office 
1659 Santa Paula Drive 
San Diego, CA 92111 


293-7867 
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PRIEST, A MAN OF SERVICE — A priest is a member of the Christian community 
called forth to serve. That service takes many forms, both sacramental and 
otherwise. Father Joe Carroll, director of St. Vincent de Paul Center is seen 


discussing peoples’ needs with a reporter. 


SERRA CLUB 


There are 
vocations 
which are 
paralyzed 

to poverty. 
They must be 
helped 
financially. 


There are 
vocations 
which are 
not conscious 
of themselves. 
They must be 
awakened. 


There are 
vocations 
which do not 
dare manifest 
themselves. 
They must be 
found and 
encouraged. 


There are 
vocations 
which are 

in fear 

of being lost. 
They must be 
reassured. 


SAN DIEGO 


Ever think about the Priesthood 


or 


Religious Life? 


The Serra Club of San Diego is dedicated to 
fostering VOCATIONS to the ministerial 


priesthood, providing encouragement to the clergy 
and religious and enriching the spiritual and social 
lives of Serrans and their families. The local Serra 


Club has a membership of 62 resolute Catholic 
laymen, who represent 28 diocesan parishes. A 
north county Serra Club is in formation in 
Escondido. 


Father Junipero Serra, O.F.M. (1713-1784) is 
regarded as California’s first citizen and is called 
the “Apostle of California,” having founded the 
‘Mission Trail.”’ He is the patron of Serra 
‘International, a Catholic laymen’s organization of 
481 Serra Clubs with 15,066 members in 32 
countries worldwide. He may one day soon be 
recognized as a Saint of the Church, for his 


fearless, untiring leadership and apostolic work in 


Spain, Mexico and California. 


GIVING YOUR LIFE — IS LIFE GIVING 


For information contact: 
FR. PETER M. ESCALANTE 
SR. BONNIE PELLOUX 


Why not talk about it? 


DIOCESAN 
VOCATIONS OFFICE 


293-7867 
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The Catholic Church in the United States is 
running out of priests, the director of the U.S. 
bishops’ committee on vocations, Rev. Robert 
Sherry confirmed recently. Speaking in San 
Francisco at a symposium on church priorities, 
he described the vocations crisis as complex, 
confusing and tied to a lack of clarity about the 
meaning of vocation, Church, priesthood and 
ministry. The text of his address follows. 


In the next half hour I shall speak of the 
vocation situation as being critical, 
complex and current. I have come to 
defend the observation that the Catholic 
Church is running out of priests. First, I 
will cite some critical statistics. I shall 
then identify some of the major causes for 
the decline in vocations by addressing 
some of the complex issues in our Church 
in vocation ministry. Finally, I will 
conclude by mentioning some current 
positive programs, hopeful signs and 
potential projects to reverse the critical 
decline in vocations. 

Statistically, since 1965 the number of 
diocesan priests has declined 18 percent, 
the number of women Religious has 
declined 30 percent, the number of 
Religious priests has declined 1 percent 
and the number of Religious Brothers has 
declined 35 percent. 

The number of seminarians has 
decreased 75 percent from 1964 until 
today. 
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At the same time the number of 
Catholic parishes has increased by 7 
percent and the number of Catholics has 
increased 9 percent. Obviously, the 
workload of the clergy and Religious has 
considerably increased. 

The only optimistic note is that in the 
United States there is one priest for every 
854 Catholics, while in Latin America the 
ratio is one priest for each 6,500 
Catholics. 

Some say that by 1990, Spanish- 
speaking persons will comprise 50 percent 
of the U.S. Catholic Church. Today there 
are only 400 Hispanic seminarians and 
only 850 Hispanic priests. 

Comparatively, there are 
approximately 1 million black Catholics, 
being served by only 250 priests, with 
only 215 seminarians. 

Encouragingly, seminarians in the 
Third World countries have steadily 
increased. Africa today reports 4,000 
major and 23,000 minor seminarians. 

If the vocation picture is critical, it is 
also complex and confusing. It is complex 
because we live in an age of transition. 
Our time in history is characterized by a 
variety of opinions. Most of us grew up in 
an era in which everything seemed certain 
and true. We memorized our catechism, 
recited our prayers, received infallible 
answers and never questioned authority. 
Today we often experience a galaxy of 


OR 
COMMUNITY... 


¢ 


Sisters of St. Benedict 

St. Scholastica Convent 
P.O. Box 3489 

Ft. Smith, Arkansas 72913 


Follow in the footsteps of St. Teresa and 
St. John of the Cross 


Lead a prayerful contemplative life. 


Preserve the spirit of grace and prayer as a 


DISCALCED CARMELITE 


WESTERN PROVINCE 
PRIESTS and BROTHERS 


For information call (714) 792-1047 
or write Fr. Jerome Lantry, OCD 
P.O. Box 446, Redlands, CA 92373 


EL CARMELO RETREAT HOUSE — Redlands 


Operated by the Discalced Carmelite Order 
offers general and specialized retreat facilities 


For availability and scheduling information, please contact: 


P.O. Box 446 
(714) 792-1047 


EL CARMELO RETREAT HOUSE 
Redlands, CA 92373 
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opinions on practically every issue. 
Catechisms are obsolete, prayers are 
supposedly spontaneous, infallibility is 
doubted and authority is often suspect. 

It is difficult to get a straight answer to 
any doctrinal question; morality contains 
no absolutes; canon law ‘has just been 
rewritten; liturgy is often ranked 
according to the ability of the celebrant. 

Yes, we live in a time that is complex 
and confusing. We experience a clash 
between universal Catholic principles and 
individual local freedom, between 
collegiality and subsidiarity. It resembles 
the problem of ‘‘the one and the many.”’ 

We use the one word ‘‘vocation,’’ but 
it has many meanings, as do the words 
“‘ministry,’’ ‘‘priesthood’’ and 
““church.”’ 

The lack of definition, of focus, in these 
issues negatively affects the vocation 
picture. For instance, the word 
“‘vocation’”’ used to refer only to priests 
and Religious. Now it is more inclusive, 
referring also to each person’s call to 
holiness, each person’s call to proclaim 
the word of God. In the revised Code of 
Canon Law, vocation also refers to the 
lives of married couples. So when a 
person hears ‘‘vocation’’ he or she must 
wonder what it meant: the universal call 
to the many or a particular call to one 
person for ordained or vowed leadership 
in the Church community. 

Another example of lack of clarity 
concerns the role of the mission of the 
Church. Is the Church primarily a 
hierarchically organized institution 
consisting of clergy. and laity? Or is the 
Church primarily the whole people of 
God, united in grace and love one with 
another? Or is the Church primarily the 
worshiping community of believers, 
united by sacraments as a sign of the 
union of God and man? Or is the Church 
the guardian of the value of human life 
responsible for transforming secular life 
and human society with the values of the 
kingdom of God? Or is the Church all of 
these at once? 

These differing emphases 
vocations to priesthood and Religious life. 
Their complexity confuses many, so 
much so that very often a person cannot 
determine what it means to be a priest or 
what ministry he would be performing. 

Even the nature of priesthood today 
cries out for clarification. Many priests 
are reluctant to encourage others to 
become priests because of their own lack 
of personal identity. In this age of 
transition many priests experience pain 
through a loss of identity, personal and 
professional. 

I can practically sense the pain in the 
lives of the many priests who left the 


affect 


Even in age of transition, Holy Spirit will 


active ministry for these reasons and the 
ones today who still struggle with their 
identity. In this age of transition, when so 


much seems to change so often, more . 


than just a few priests project a poor 
image of satisfaction and happiness in 
their lives. 


If the words vocation, church and 
priesthood are’ unclear, so also is 
“‘ministry.’’ Most of us remember when 
ministry was a very Protestant word. 
Now we Catholics use it all the time to 
refer to everything from the ministry of 
the housewife cleaning the house to the 
ministry of the ordained bishop. 
Practically everyone, and everything he 
or she does, is referred to as “‘ministry.”’ 
Some people want to clarify this by saying 
ministry refers only to those officially and 
publicly designated as minister; others 
observe that by virtue of one’s baptism he 
or she automatically is a minister. Again, 
clarity is needed. 

These four words (vocation, church, 
- priesthood and ministry) are central to the 
internal nature of the Church. And, 
because we are in a state of transition, a 
necessary transition following the Second 
Vatican Council, complexity and 
confusion exist. Confusion leads to 
frustration and frustration leads to 
exhaustion. Anyone who is exhausted in 
his or her work cannot be a suitable model 
for others and hence is not able to 
encourage others to ‘‘Come follow-me.”’ 

I stress the encouragement aspect in 
vocation recruitment because of the 
findings of a recent study which shows 
“that having received encouragement for 
a vocation is the strongest predictor of 
whether or not the respondent ever 
thought of having a vocation.’’ 

Before I go into the current programs 
and hopeful signs, let me identify other 
factors which hinder vocational 
recruitment. 

Over the past 15 years in vocation work 
I would surface the following as the chief 
reasons offered for an individual not 
seriously considering priesthood: (1.) the 
confusion regarding the role, identity and 
mission of the priest and the Church; (2.) 
the confusion regarding the role and 
ministry of the laity; (3.) institutional 
structures governing who can be ordained 
or called back to priestly service; (4.) 
mandatory celibacy; (5.) the need for 
making a permanent lifelong 
commitment; (6.) 
programs suitable for minority groups; 
(7.) the disregard for the role of women 
to be ordained to the diaconate or 
priesthood. ‘ 

These seven reasons, each of them 
complex in itself, affect possible 


PIME MISSIONARIES 

A Society of Men 
Dedicated to Serving Christ 
in Millions of Poor Peopie 


High School & College 


Programs Available 


35750 Moravian Drive 
Fraser, Michigan 48026 


The Order of 
ST. AUGUSTINE 


e Let us love God above all things, 
dearest brothers, then our 
neighbor, for these are the chief 
commandments given to us... 


e The first purpose for which we 
have come together is to live in 
unity in the house of the Lord, 
and to be of one mind and heart 
intent upon God... 


e Let us not call anything our 
own, but let us hold all that we 
have in common... 


° Let us be zealous in prayer at 
the hours and times appointed . . . 


Write: DIRECTOR of 
VOCATIONS, PIME 

1037 East 34th Street 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90011 
phone (213) 231-1542 


e Let us all live together in 
harmony and love, honoring God 
in each other, whose temples we 
have become... 


— from the rule of life 
for the brothers as proposed 
by St. Augustine. 


If you feel called to be a part of an 
apostolic fraternity, you can learn more 
about the Augustinian expression of 
community and service by writing or 
calling: 


FR. GARY SANDERS, OSA 
The Augustinian Community 
1605 28th Street 
San Diego, CA 92102 
. 231-2814 233-9141 
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send vocations to serve Church needs 


candidates in various ways, but none as 
much as lack of encouragement. Each 


calls for an examination, but each is 


mostly not within the grasp of a local 
vocation director to affect in any tangible 
manner. Encouragement can be done 
without structural change. 

Let me move now to the third part of 
my presentation. I wish to identify some 
of the more important and _ positive 
actions being taken, and others which 
many would like to see happen in 
vocation ministry. 

Let me say first that years ago I 
believed that vocation work was like a 
bow and arrow. By that I mean that if I 
selected the right bull’s-eye, I would score 
a hit. I believed that if I designed the right 
vocation program and aimed it at the 
right person, I would have a recruit and 
the vocation problem would be solved. 
After a few years of shooting my arrow, I 
discovered that I was not getting many 
bull’s-eyes. 

I developed a new image. I now look at 
vocation ministry as a chess game. On the 
opposing side of the board are many large 
and many small obstacles, each having 
differing powers and functions, each of 
which can be moved in different ways. So 
our side of the chessboard must develop a 
coordinated effort to move pieces together 
to resign the opposition. We must take 
notice of all the players to know what 
movements in society, Church, schools 
and families motivate a person to first 
consider a vocation and then to act. 

I have identified already several of the 
opposing players: confusion, structures, 
societal pressures and lack of 
encouragement. Now let me_ identify 
some of the players on our side: what we 
are doing and hope to do as hopeful signs 
of resigning the vocational crisis. 

First, let me state that there are five 
national organizations which deal 
extensively with vocations: the National 
Catholic Vocation Council; the National 
Conference of Diocesan Vocations. 
Directors; the National Conference of 
Religious Vocations Directors; the 
National Sisters Vocation Council and 
Serra International. a 

In addition to: the good work these 
groups are doing, there are other hopeful 
signs on the vocation horizon. There has 
been a marked increase in the number of 
“‘older’’ or ‘‘second career’? men and 
women applying as candidates to the 


Share in the Ministry of Jesus as: 


For further information contact 


our Eudist way of sharing 
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The EUDIST SISTERS 
(Sisters of Our Lady of Charity) 


Serving in the Diocese of San Diego at: 


St. Columba Parish, San Diego 
St. Patrick School, San Diego 
St. Patrick Church, Carlsbad 
Mary, Star of the Sea Parish, La Jolla 


Also serving in New York, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
Texas, Florida, West Virginia, and Canada. 


Directors of Religious Education — Coordinators of Hispanic Ministry — Social Workers — Pastoral 
Ministers — Childcare Workers — Teachers — Nurses — Concerned Listeners. 


The EUDISTS 


(Congregation of Jesus and Mary) 


Serving in the Diocese of San Diego at: 
St. James Church and 
St. Leo Mission, Solana Beach 
Catholic Community Services, San Diego 
Marian High School, Imperial Beach 
Southern Cross newspaper 
San Diego State Univ. Newman Center 
Also serving in the dioceses of Buffalo, N.Y., Houston, Texas, and Lafayette, La. 
The Eudists, as priests, Brothers, and laymen, are called to witness Christ's love and mercy by 
the proclamation of the Word, by the development of ministries tor the ( hurch, by the living of 
For further information contact 


Father William Rowland, CJM 
583-9181 


priesthood, Brotherhood and Sisterhood 
today. 

Certainly the increasing development 
of lay ministry is a positive sign of the 
Church experiencing growth in this 20th 
century. Serving as full-time directors of 
religious education, youth ministers, 
parish and diocesan administrators, 
catechists, musicians, lectors and special 
ministers of communion is a splendid sign 
of the total Christian community 
responding to'the graces of baptism and 
confirmation. 

Nor should we overlook the many 
prayer campaigns in local parishes as a 
visible sign both of concern for the crisis 
and a response to Jesus’ command: 
“‘Pray to the Lord ‘of the harvest to send 
more laborers into his harvest.’ 

Many dioceses and Religious 
communities are establishing both 
residential and non-residential ‘‘contact 
programs’’ to keep in regular contact with 
potential candidates. These are becoming 
more numerous and successful all around 
the country. 

Now let me turn to some hopes and 
dreams. In order to make more successful 
moves on our chessboard, we need to 
have a complete set of players. There are 
several projects which need to be 
introduced in order to counteract the 
difficulties which face vocation 
recruitment. 

I referred to the lack of a clear focus or 
identity of the priest and Religious in 
order to develop a more fitting identity 
and image, may I suggest your 
consideration of two projects. 

First, there is needed a _ well- 
documented booklet which would trace 
the development of the role, identity and 
mission of the priest, especially in relation 
to lay ministers. The confusion can be 


clarified by bringing together in one 


volume material that would identify and 
clarify the theological trends and pastoral 
role of the priest, Religious and lay per- 
son in today’s world. This booklet could 
be used in classrooms and clergy and 
Religious continuing education seminars, 
as well as by lay persons, to gain a better 
sense of the distinctive but overlapping 
and cooperative roles of priests, Religious 
and laity. 

Second, the National Catholic 
Vocation Council is seeking funds to 
sponsor a national media campaign for 
radio and televison spots on public service 


Sister Clare Peterson, OLC 
7606 Romeria St. 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 
(619) 753-3845 


time. The spots would be intended to 
update the image of priests and Religious 
from the monk who sheepishly makes 
divine manuscripts on a copy machine or 
appears to have become saintly by the 
snap-crackle-pop sounds of a breakfast 
cereal, to a more realistic and sensible 
image. 

Another project is based on the 
philosophy that success breeds success. 
This project would bring together only 
the most successful vocation recruiters in 
the country; the idea being to determine 


from them what is actually working to - 


attract new recruits. We could duplicate 
those efforts elsewhere. 

Finally, the greatest hopeful sign comes 
from a study on Catholic youth. The 
study showed that at the present time 
there are approximately 1.65 million 
young women who have at least 
considered a vocation to Religious life 
and 1.15 million young men who have 
considered a vocation to the priesthood or 
Religious life — both between the ages of 
21 and 30. The hopeful sign is that there 
are people willing to serve, willing to give 
their lives in service to God and His 
Church. All we need to do is determine 
ways to encourage and support their 
decision. We can do it if we want to do it. 

In conclusion, the crisis and confusion 
in vocations are not recent phenomena, 
although today they are receiving more 
publicity. Even in 1950, Pope Pius XII 
wrote of the vocation challenge when he 
said: ‘‘As you well know, after the long 
and varied upheavals of the recent war, 
the number of priests both in Catholic 
countries and in the missions has often 
fallen behind the ever-growing needs.”’ 

Nineteen years later Pope Paul VI said 
that the shortage ‘‘brings everyone to 
understand the urgency and the moving 
nature of the problem of vocations.”’ 

More recently Pope John Paul II put 
the vocation crisis in a wider context by 
saying: ‘‘The problem of priestly 
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vocations is, and I will say so openly, the 
fundamental problem of the Church.” 


I have tried to place the crisis in the 
context of contemporary America and 
simultaneously in the context of serious 
and confusing issues facing the Catholic 
Church in the United States today. I have 
suggested some possible projects to lessen 
the decline. Together we can do good 
things to help give clarity, provide 


- leadership and promote and encourage 


vocations so that we Catholics continue to 
truly proclaim the beautiful and 
refreshing Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


We know that the present response is 
not adequate. Yes, we are in a time of 
painful transition. But we must bring 
clarity where pluralism breeds confusion; 
we must bring encouragement where 
exhaustion breeds discouragement; and 
we must bring light where darkness 
breeds reluctance. 


The grave questions confronting us 
now concern the future forms and styles 
of Church leadership. Can we who live in 
this age and cannot long for an age that 
was and will never be again, can we 
people of the post-Vatican II Church 
develop leadership styles consistent with 
our 2,000-year tradition but still relevant 
to the needs of today? Can we develop 
with sufficient imagination and 
simultaneous appreciation for our 
Christian heritage, can we develop forms 
of leadership and ministry suitable to the 
call of the Holy Spirit? Do you want to be 
served by an itinerant priest maybe only 
Once a month or do you want to enjoy the 
privilege of being a member of a 
eucharistic community, a priestly people, 
called to praise God and announce His 
good news? 

Together, I believe we can trust in the 
Holy Spirit and call forth leaders for the 
Church of tomorrow. 


\ 


Se. Sutty Nolasky 


Vocations Office 
St. Mary’s Provincialate 
11999 Chalon Road 
Los Angeles, California 90049 
(213) 272-8016 
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CHURCH VOCATIONS — Bishop Leo T. Maher recently met with San Diego Serran 


leaders to discuss plans involving the diocesan Vocations Office, St. Francis 
Seminary and the Serra Club. Shown above with the bishop, left to right, are Paul 
Sims, Jim Carpenter (Governor, District 79), Bill Chartier (President), John Rodee and 
Woody Steichen. 


CATHOLIC COMMUNITY AT S.D.S.U. 


Newman Center 
5855 Hardy Avenue San Diego, CA 92115 
583-9181 


Fr. William Rowland, CJM-Fr. Angus Beaton, CJM 
Sr. Betty Barber, OSB 


Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word 


The sick and the needy of 
every kind call for our love 
and affection. 


What is your response? 


For more information write: 


Vocation Director 


St. Mary Medical Center 
fin) 1050 Linden Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90813 


A Call to a Life of Love 


Carmelite Sisters of the 


Divine Heart of Jesus 
Young ladies are encouraged to write for 
information or to visit at any time for any length of 
stay. Our apostolate consists of: Homes for the 
Aged and Day Care Centers for preschool 
children of the working classes. 


We live a community life with a Religious Superior 

in each home and convent, and pray the complete 

Psalter daily. We sing at Holy Mass and also during 

our evening prayer on feast days and Sundays. 
We are Carmelite Sisters of the Divine Heart of Jesus, a 
papal congregation affiliated with the First Order of 
Carmel. As women religious we are resolved to serve 
God, the Church, and our neighbor by means of the 
Apostolate of Prayer and Atonement, and of active 
Charity. Since its very origin, our congregation has been 
formed by the Spirit of Carmel, of St. Teresa of Avila, 
and of our Foundress. The Charism of Carmel consists 
foremost in the Marian Character of all those who 
profess allegiance to Carmel. Carmel is Mary’s Order 
and we venerate her as our Mother and Queen. 

“Day and night you shall meditate 
upon the law of the Lord and watch in prayer.” 


Write to: 


CARMELITE SISTERS, DCJ 
8585 La Mesa Bivd., La Mesa, Calif. 92041 
Phone (619) 466-3116 
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HONORED — Merey Hospital’s outgoing executive director, Mercy Sister M. Joanne 
DeVincenti is shown beside a blow-up photograph of an inscription to be placed in 
her honor in the Mercy fountain in the hospital’s front entrance. Sister Joanne has 
served as executive director for the past six years. 


PARISH HONORS SISTERS — St. Therese’s parish vocation committee recently 

hosted a dinner in honor of the Daughters of Divine Charity who staff St. Therese 

Academy. Shown with Deacon and Mrs. Leo Dube and Deacon and Mrs. Robert 

rat Pee Sebastian Levay, FDC, Claviera Horvath, FDC and Lawrence 
urko, : 
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Religious should not forget the good example of their own lives affords the 
highest recommendation for their community, and the most appealing invitation 
to embrace the Religious life... 

Let all Religious, therefore, spread throughout the whole world the good news 
of Christ by the integrity of their faith, their love of God and neighbor, their 
devotion to the Cross, and their hope for future glory. 

Thus will their witness be seen by all, and our Father in heaven will be 
glorified. Thus, too, with the prayerful aid of the most loving Virgin Mary, 
God’s Mother, ‘‘whose life is a rule of life for all,’’ Religious communities will 
experience a daily growth in numbers, and will yield a richer harvest of fruits that 
bring salvation. 


Decree on Renewal of Religious Life, 
Vatican Council II 


Serving the Needs 
of the People... 


BROTHERS | 
OF 
CHARITY 


7720 Doe Lane 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19118 
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Ojeda, second from left, second row. 


FRANCISCANS RECEIVE NOVICES — Sixteen novices were received into the 
Franciscan Order by Father Louis Vitale, OFM, provincial, during ceremonies at Old 
Mission San Luis Rey last month. Among those pictured above is San Diegan Jose 


eo: 


ideals of St. Francis of Assisi. 


SOLEMN PROFESSION — Five Franciscans made their solemn profession of vows 
earlier this month in Oakland. By making their final vows, these friars indicate a life- 
long commitment to the three vows of Religious life and to observe the Rule and 


How realistic are our expectations of priests? 


By Bishop Norbert Gaughan 


The Vincentian priest may have had it right when’ 


Father John Grindel said at a meeting that seminaries are 
caught in a bind because of the many differing and even 
‘contradictory demands made on their professors as to 
what kind of priest shoud be the end result. The Religious 
concluded: ‘‘For the seminaries to continue to try to meet 
all the expectations of the various models of priesthood is 
suicidal.’’ 
Various models: recently a ‘‘job description’’ for a 
parish priest came across the desk. Just looking at it (2 


pages, 7 categories, 35 points), it is impossible for anyone . 


to have met or to meet the various ‘‘duties and re- 
sponsibilities’’ that someone says the modern priest now 
has. As with so many job descriptions, it is tilled with 
great expectations and not much reality. In the 
description the priest is responsible to the bishop of the 
diocese and to the people of the community, already two 
different sets of expectations. His ‘‘job’* falls under 
Liturgy, Education, Community and Public Relations, 
Finance and Administration, Staff and Parish 
Management, Personal and Spiritual Life, with the 


locations. 


DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL 


In the United States, the Daughters of St. Paul now perform their unique communications apostolate in 15 states at 22 


seventh division a catch-all: ‘‘to perform any other duties 
and responsibilities as directed by the Ordinary, or if 
appropriate, by the parish council.’’ (Now there are three 
expectations; the parish council is not always the voice of 
the parish.) 

Under Liturgy, his task is to foster ‘‘praying the 
Liturgy of the Hours,’’ as the prayer of the parish 
community. The priest has great difficulty getting at least 
half of his people to Sunday Mass. He has to work hard to 
get good liturgical participation and then to have them 
participate in something that this culture does not permit: 
public choral prayer? That’s as realistic as another: ‘‘to 
encourage and invite suggestions from parishioners on the 
effective and meaningful participation in the liturgical life 
of the parish.’’ Lovely, but how real an expectation? 

The priest’s job, under Community -and Public 
Relations, is to promote a ‘‘good working relationship 
with law enforcement agencies, as well as have such 
relationships with local and regional planning boards and 
similar community organizations.’’ How many hours, 
how many meetings would such a task, well-nigh 
impossible, involve? He is to do this while he gets the laity 


The Daughters of St. Paul are an_ international 


Serving the Church with the Media of Communication 


involved in financial and administrative matters, 
meanwhile seeking help from professional accountants. 
But he is also a staff manager, so the priest is charged to 
promote intellectual and theological growth among the 
members of the staff, which includes social gatherings as 
signs of appreciation. All this and many other things 
which just can’t be done in the real world by a priest- 
pastor. 

If we understand, Father Grindel’s point is this: the 
seminarians who sign up for the seminaries expect to 
serve the parishes in one manner. Today’s parishioners, 
however, expect a different type of priest. But the local 
bishop who sends the seminarians has yet another view. 
The pastors who will receive the new priests add their own 
version of what they expect, while the cultural differences 
between one community and another ask for frequent 
reorientation. 


True, the formation of today’s priest for tomorrow - 


demands serious attention. But if this job description is a 
sample, it is doubtful whether the present pope, a number 
of cardinals, bishops and a great many of the clergy could 
even begin to meet 50 percent of the demands. 


At the novitiate located in Jamaica Plain, Boston, Ma., the Sisters actually carry out the editorial, technical and diffusion | Congregation of consecrated Religious who blend a 
Stages of their mission. Wherever they are established, the Daughters of St. Paul own and operate St. Paul Catholic Book profound spirituality with a most powerful apostolic 
and Film Centers to serve the religious needs of all God’s people. Also included in this contemporary mission is direct work. Through their mission these Sisters communicate 
evangelization by visits of the Sisters to homes, offices and factories. the Word of God to people of every walk of life, of every 
yoo creed and color. They use the most rapid means of 
communication — press, radio, TV, films — to reach the 
minds of millions today with the Truth that saves. 


The Daughters of St. Paul accept young women from 
the ages of 14 to 26. Those of high school age complete 
their education at the Daughters of ST. PAUL HIGH 
SCHOOL, a private school in the Archdiocesan school 
system. 


The Daughters of St. Paul also conduct the ST. PAUL 
HOUSE OF STUDIES for their Sisters and for 
candidates who have graduated from high school. St. 
Paul House of Studies is a PONTIFICAL CATE- 
CHETICAL INSTITUTE with a four-year, college 
program which prepares the students to exercise more 
effectively the apostolate of evangelization with the 
media. 


! 
Dear Sisters: 
1 Please send me more information about the | 
| spirituality and dynamic apostolate of the Daughters of } 
St. Paul. ! 
1 Please send me information about the monthly I 
I retreats. J 
I I 
I ! 
: Name Age I 
If 
! VE 
| Address LE 
| I 
tees : I 
| City State Zip { 
! I 
Grade-Occupation 


Retreats are held every month at the convent of the Daughters of St. Paul for young 
women ages 14 to 26. Those interested in more information about the retreats and/or the 
contemplative active life of the Daughters of St. Paul may write or visit: 


DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL | NOVITIATE HOUSE 
1570 Fifth Ave., San Diego, CA 92101 50 St. Paul’s Ave., 

(714) 232-1442 Jamaica Plain, Boston, MA 02130 
(617) 522-8911 or (617) 522-0875 
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JACKSON, MS (NC) — Many black 
Religious find themselves. with divided 
allegiances, trying to respond to the 
expectations of the predominantly white 
Religious and the black community, said 
an authority on black Catholicism in the 
United States. 


‘“*As men and women of God, we find 
ourselves at sometime or other...caught 
in a no-man’s land — too far along to go 
back, too far back to go forward,’’ said 
Benedictine Father Cyprian Davis, 
professor of Churck history at St. 
Meinrad Archabbey, St. Meinrad, IN. 


Father Davis gave the opening address 
at the third annual joint conference of the 
National Black Sisters’ Conference, the 
National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus 
and the National Black Catholic 
Seminarians Association. The 
conference, ‘‘Who Do You Say That I 
Am?’’ was held at Jackson State 
University in August. 


“One of the things that any spirituality 
should do is provide a road map for those 
who travel in the particular circumstances 
of their own age,’’ Father Davis said. “‘I 
believe that within the framework of our 
traditional Catholic spirituality, bolstered 
by the strength of our own black spiritual 
tradition, there is a place for such a road 


map. 
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BECOME AWARE OF THE PART THAT YOU 
ARE DESTINED TO PLAY IN GOD’S PLAN 


“IF TODAY YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, HARDEN NOT YOUR HEART.” 
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California State Council 


Sisters of St. Joseph the Worker 


iS GOD CALLING YOU 
TO THE HEALTH 
OR EDUCATION 
APOSTOLATES? 
Sister Ellen, SJW 
St. Joseph Convent 
143 S. Main Street 


Walton, KY 41004 
(606) 485-4914 


‘‘To be a black Religious or priest is to 
partake of this mystery of Christ as 
mediator. It is to become a bridge. The 
price of mediatorship...the cost of being a 
bridge...is that one must be stretched to 
reach both sides...it is also the cost of 
being placed on the cross — to be 
suspended between heaven and earth and 
to join the one with the other,’’ he said. 

Formed during the late 1960s to 
address racial oppression in Church and 
society, the groups at the conference 
represented the leadership of black 
Catholics in the United States. 


Delegates at the conference honored 
Bishop Joseph Brunini of Jackson for his 
contributions to racial justice. 

“You have earned the right to be called 
God’s drum major par excellence,’’ 
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Francis of 
Newark, NJ, a member of the Society of 
St. Joseph, told Bishop Brunini. ‘‘We 
honor you as we have honored no other 
bishop, living or deceased.’’ 


In welcoming conferees, Bishop 
Brunini noted that in attending a 
conference in the South, ‘“‘many of you 


‘have come back to your roots.”’ 


“‘T know for some these have been 
bitter roots, but through travail and 
suffering and deprivation, strong trees 
usually grow,”’ he said. 
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Knights of Columbus 


Vocations Committee 


Victor F. Luke, State Deputy 
P.O. Box 2069 
Downey, CA 90242 
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Raymond E. Watson, PSD, Chairman 
P.O. Box 27303 . 
Oakland, CA 94602 
a a 
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THE HAM CONNECTION — Father Michael Mullen, professor at St. John’s 


Black Religious may face divided allegiances 


University in Jamaica, NY, and newly-elected president of the International Mission 
Radio Association, sits at his ham radio. The group was organized in 1963 to give 
missionaries serving in remote areas of the world better contact with each other and 


friends and relatives. 


Discalced Carmelite Sister Barbara 
Jean LaRochester of Townson, MD said 
blacks can use their ‘‘roots’’ to help in 
their ministry. 

“The gifts black Religious women and 
men have to offer those who seek us out as 
companion, as soul friend, as directors in 
today’s world, are our examples of love 
and concern for self and family — a love 
grounded in sweat, blood and tears of our 
ancestors...our innate empathy and 
sympathy...patient endurance...and 
liberation,’’ she said. 


Black ministers face a tremendous 
challenge becaue they must be prepared 
to educate their people and be educated 
by them, said Marist Brother Cyprian 
Rowe, outgoing executive director of the 
National Black Catholic Clergy 
Conference. 

“*This education is so different because 
it implies that the minister must know the 
positive elements in the culture: the 
writings, the music; the history, the 
folklore — all the elements that can tell 
people what they need to know in order 
to grow to what they can be,’’ Brother 
Rowe said. 


NEW EUDIST LEADERS — The Eudists re 


‘*This means study,’’ he emphasized. 
‘Without this, the minister is not really 
ministering, but posturizing.”’ 

Brother Rowe also congratulated 
Capuchin Brother Booker Ashe, recipient 
of the clergy group’s Brother Joseph 
Morgan Davis Award. He said the award 
is given ‘‘in honor of people who 
challenge slavery every day, who spend 
their human treasure for liberty, feeling 
in their bodies, minds and hearts that the 
coin of human purchase is one side pain 
and the other joy.”’ 

Brother Ashe was honored for 20 years 
of service as director of the House of 
Peace Community Center in Milwaukee. 

The organizations also elected new 
officers to serve the next two years. 

Home Visitors of Mary Sister 
Elizabeth Harris was re-elected president 
of the National Black Sisters’ Conference. 

President of the NBCCC will be Father 
Donald’ Clark of the Archdiocese of 
Detroit. Capuchin Brother Bob Smith of 
Chicago, elected vice president of the 
National Black Catholic Seminarians 
Association during the 1982 conference, 
automatically became president. 


mal : : 
cently elected to roles of service two of 
their members. Father Renald Hebert, CJM, left, former provincial of the North 
American Province was chosen to be superior general during the order's General 
Chapter this summer. He will reside in Rome at the Eudist Generalate. Father John 
Howard, CJM, right, has been appointed regional superior of the Eudists serving in 
the Diocese of San Diego. 


-_. truly willing to follow BF 


"will not be easy 


| he 
For further information = 
about the Holy Cross Fathers’ 
_ {dndergraduate or Graduate 
One-Year Candidate Programs, 
contact: as 
, } Vocation Director 
P.O. Box 541, Desk C 
University of Notre Dame, 


Notre‘Dame, IN 46556 as ee e 
(219) 239-6385 : But He only asks x 
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Sr. Antonia honored 
for prison apostolate 


Sister Antonia Brenner, whose work among the 
prisoners of La Mesa Penitentiary, Tijuana, B.C., 
Mexico, was featured in a national newspaper article by 
Miles Corwin, writer for the Los Angeles Times, was 
presented on NBC News’ First Camera, last Sunday. 

In addition to articles about her work published in 
national periodicals such as Reader’s Digest, Sister 
Antonia was recently honored by the American Academy 
of Achievement with the presentation of The Golden 
Plate Award by Dallas Cowboys Head Coach Tom 
Landry at the 22nd annual banquet held last summer at 
the Hotel Del Coronado. 

Sister Antonia first began her ministry to the prisoners 
of La Mesa Penitentiary.in 1976. After an uprising in the 


MISSIONARY SERVANTS OF CHRIST 
Prayerful and actively working Community of Brothers 
— serving Christ through parochial, apostolic work. 
Previous religious experience no barrier. 


RD1, Box 160 Kaolin, 
Avondale, PA 19311 


We are a 


Benedictine - 

Weornastic 

Pe Templative 
Sucharistic . 


Community 


Benedictine Cony. 

of Forpetual MorKior 
3888 Paducah Dr. 
Sar Diego, Ca 92117 


~ The Society of the Atonement 
~~, We Joy 
ey 
in God 


Contact: 

Franciscan Friars 
Vocation Office 

1925 North Berendo Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 
213-660-7734 
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prison five years ago when either people were killed, 
including the director (warden), Sister Antonia requested 
and received permission to move in and live with the 
prisoners in an effort — later proved successful — to 
establish greater rapport and reduced tension. La Mesa 
Penitentiary has separate facilities for men and women; 
Sister Antonia was given a cell in the women’s section. 

A native of California, Sister Antonia was born and 
reared in Beverly Hills and later lived in Laguna Beach. 
A mother of seven children, Sister Antonia took vows 
before the Most Rev. Leo T. Maher, Bishop of San 
Diego. 


A reflection... 


Father William Early 

When white light passes through a prism, it reveals 
itself to be colors of red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
indigo, violet. Jesus, the prism of God, reveals Himself in 
the colors and shapes of the creation He has redeemed. 

My relationship to that creation is an accurate 
transcript. of my relationship to Christ. Health, 
prosperity, a happy family life and good friends, those 
assets of life — the positive, are all ways of knowing Jesus, 
in the glory of resurrection and the power it gives. 

Pope Paul VI, however, said that the Church must not 
only be poor but also seem poor. The second John Paul 
identifies the Church with a mandatory ministry to those 
oppressed by hunger, sickness, politics — those on the 
negative side of life. 

Three modern saints further enflesh these ideas. Edith 
Stein, the Jewish convert, Carmelite nun, martyred by 
the Nazis, said to know Christ fully is to experience the 
cross. Dorothy Day informed a co-worker that the smelly, 
old, syphilitic woman waiting for a bed was to her Jesus 
Christ. Mother Teresa of Calcutta shares the poverty of 
the poor by being poor and can describe a beggar’s death 
as something beautiful. 

It is no idle coincidence that when Jesus gave bread and 
wine as the symbol and reality of Himself, He said: ‘‘This 
is my body broken for you. This is my blood shed for 
you.’’ In broken bodies and bleeding wounds, in broken 
hearts and shattered spirits, I experience an aspect of the 
Christ that I can in no other way. 

Sometimes He calls me to clean the sores or shoulder 
the tears of His own self suffering in others. Sometimes I 
protest and then accept some manifestation of Him in my 
own weakness. I discover this to be worth all when 
through it I realize the completeness of Jesus and deepen 
my relationship with Him. 


Share The Viatorian 


VISION 


The promise of Christ, “The 
Kingdom of God,” is now! To 
believe in that promise is the 
bedrock of the Viatorian vision, As 
a Viatorian, you would be in a 
searching, growing community of 
brothers and priests. We are 
dedicated to spreading the Christian 
way of life through education and 
pastoral ministry. 

For more information write or call: 
Rev. Joseph Lofy, C.S.V. 
Director of Vocations 
651 West Roscoe, 

Chicago, Illinois 60657 
(312) 525-7733 

Please send more _ information 

immediately: sc 


Name 


Address 


City State_ 
Zip 


Franciscan Sisters 
‘Vocation Office 
1800 Bedford Way 
Oildale, CA 93308 
805-399-5422 


£., international community of Franciscans in the Roman Catholic tradition 
’ engaged in diverse ministries on behalf of Christian Unity and Mission. 


Giving’ your life 
is life-giving... 7 


¢, 


PACIO By Abey 


Creator God, 

Life is Your gift to me, 

Through Baptism, You invite me to 
share the gift of my life in service 
to others. 

Be with me as | choose each day 
to show Your presence in our world. 

Give me the courage and generosity 
to respond to Your love, 
to Your call. 

I pray especially for those who 
serve You as priests, Brothers, 
Sisters, deacons and lay ministers. 

Keep them close to You. 

Open the minds and hearts of 
many other men and women that 
they may accept Your challenge 
to build the Kingdom. 

AMEN. 


Salesian Priests & Brothers 
Serve Young People! 


The Salesians of Don Bosco are a community of Priests and 
Brothers who dedicate themselves to God and the service of 
young people in Youth Ministry. 


The Salesians sponsor an adult vocation program for college 
age and older men who wish to become Salesian Priests or 
Brothers. For further information write or call: 


Fr. Joe Boenzi, SDB, 13856 Bellflower Blvd. 
Bellflower, CA 90706, (213) 925-0963 
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DOMINICANS RECEIVE NEW SISTERS — The Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL, 
who staff. Sacred Heart School in Ocean Beach held reception and profession 
ceremonies in August for Sisters renewing their temporary vows, those pronouncing 
tinal vows, novices making their first profession, and the admittance of five 
postulants into the novitiate. 


LS ae RR IS FEARS RT ER aT EY EIT SET GE ETS 
The task of fostering vocations devolves on the whole Christian 


community, which should do so in the first place by living in a fully 
Christian way. Outstanding contributions are made to this work by 
families which are alive with the spirit of faith, love and reverence and 
which serve as a kind of introductory seminary; and by parishes in whose 
pulsing vitality young people themselves have a part... 

Such an active partnership between the whole People of God in the work 
of encouraging vocations corresponds to the activity of divine Providence. 


Decree on Priestly Formation, 
Vatican Council II 


IS THE LORD ASKING YOU 
TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR??? 


IN ANY COMMUNITIES, ANY APOSTOLATES, ANY PLACES 
IN THE U.S. OR WORLD??? 


Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate 


Religious Brothers & 


Priests 
TELL 
US 


Fr. John Murphy, OMI 
Sacred Heart 
P.O. Box 1236 

Brawley, CA 92227 
(619) 344-3171 


Fr. Manuel Mesa, OMI 
Santa Rosa 
666 S. Workman St. 
San Fernando, CA 91340 
(213) 361-4617 


IS GOD CALLING YOU? 


FATHER DAMIEN ss.cc. 


“The political and journal- 
tst world can boast of very 
few heroes who compare 
with Father Damien of 
Molokai.... It ts worth- 
while to look for the sources 


of such heroism. ’’ 
— Mahatma Gandhi 


CONGREGATION OF 
THE SACRED HEARTS OF JESUS AND MARY 
Western Province 


32481 Sage Road, Hemet, CA 92343-9629 ¢ (714) 652-3126 
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Vocation to single life 
also call to live, to do 


By Nancy Schorb 

There is a great debate about the 
validity and productivity and direction of 
all vocations. We are in a season of 
change in all areas of our lives and we are 
being forced to examine and evaluate 
existing ideas and life styles. 

People who are married, or about to 
be, are examining the roles and norms of 
the past. In some cases, they are altering 
or discarding the past and creating new 
ones. Those in Religious life are 
undergoing similar growing pains. 
Communities of women and men 
Religious are analyzing their past in order 
to create new and exciting directions for 
the future. We who are single are also 
beginning to enter the debate and look for 
new directions and understandings about 
a misunderstood, rapidly growing 
vocation. 


The three vocations have always been ~ 


clearly and easily defined: married, 
Religious, single. The problem comes 
when you try to describe them. Two are 
easily described, but the third has always 
seemed to defy description. We who are 
called to the single state are confused, so 
no wonder that those who are not so 
called are utterly baffled. 

The reasons why people are confused 
about the vocation to single life are many. 
First, there seems to be a lack of choice by 
the single person. Often, single people 
themselves do not perceive their life style 
as a choice, but rather see it as a 
continuation of what has always been. 
After all, we are all born single. We have 
always been taught that to choose means 
we take one or more different options. I 
call it the “‘fork in the road syndrome.’’ 
Single people need to appreciate that to 
keep the status quo is also a choice — and 
a viable one. 

Another problem that leads to 
confusion about the single life is the lack 
of a public commitment ceremony. The 
bride and groom have the opportunity to 
stand before friends and family and 
declare their intentions and pledge their 
lives. We have sacramentalized their 
union and society approves and supports 
them in their new life. 

So, too, women and men Religious 
have an opportunity to proclaim their 
intentions and pledge their vows to God. 

These advantages are not open to the 
single person, yet. 


Another element lacking in the single 
vocation is drastic and obvious change of 
life style. The couple newly-married have 
monumental changes to face. The bride 
changes her name and the couple 
probably establish a new home. : 

Women and men Religious sometime 
take new names and always new titles. 


They move in with a new ‘‘family’’ and — 


sometime wear a distinguishing habit or 
collar as an outward sign of their inner 
commitment. 3 

In order to better understand the 


_ vocation to singleness, we must examine 


all aspects of the life style. Single people, 
themselves, suffer under the same 
misconceptions and prejudices as others 
who are not single. Such examination can 
lead to better understandings of the 
fullness and viability of our vocation. 

Singles need to appreciate the 
expansiveness of the vocation rather than 
focus.on the constrictions. Our singleness 
affords us freedoms not open to married 
people or Religious. We must understand 
the many ways we have exercised choice 
in continuing our life style. 

Singles need to identify the 
commitments they make in their vocation 
in private and public ways. Everyone 
needs a fuller understanding of vocation. 
It is not a one-time ceremony, but a 
constant call to witness to an idea, a 
dream, a belief from within our hearts 
and minds. 

Vocation — to whatever state — is a 
dynamic, a call to live, to be, to do. 


Lay Carmelites 
make professions 
at Little Flower 


LA MESA — Carmelite Father 
Howard Rafferty, national director of 
Lay Carmelites, celebrated Mass and 
presided at a ceremony of reception and 
profession for the- Lay Carmelites of the 
Little Flower Chapter at Little Flower 
Haven here in August. 

Lee Gray, Blessed Sacrament, and 
Bertha Peniche, St. Agnes, were received 
as Lay Carmelites. 

Making their profession were Ruth 
Buller, St. Therese; Florence Cravens, 
St. Patrick; Elizabeth Ferraro, Santa 
Ysabel; Rhodora Stephens, Sacred 
Heart; Margaret Sinah, St. John of the 
Cross; and Jean Martin, Santa Sophia. 


Local Augustinians active 
in General Chapter in Rome 


ROME — The Augustinians, a 
700-year-old order of priests and Brothers 
elected Father Martin Nolan of Ireland as 
their new superior general during a 
General Chapter which ended earlier this 
month. 

Father Nolan became the first Irishman 
to head the order which now includes 
3,500 Augustinians who work in 42 
nations. 

Elected to assist Father Nolan ~ as 
Assistant General for the American 


provinces was Father Patrick Keane, a 
former. St. Augustine High School 
principal and for the past eight years, 
provincial of the California Province. 


Participating in the chapter, which was 
held in the Augustinianum, adjacent to 
Vatican City’s St. Peter’s Square were 
two San Diego Augustinians, Fathers 
John Keller, provincial, and William 
Sullivan, associate pastor, St. Patrick 
Church. 


AFRICA is looking to the 
FUTURE. 
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How about YOU? 


For information on 
training program 


write to the 


MISSIONARIES OF AFRICA 
(White Fathers) 


Age 


Name, 
Address 
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MISSIONARIES OF AFRICA 
328 S. Virgil Ave., Los Angeles CA 90020 


Zip. 
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The challenge of vocation statistics 


“T respectfully recommend that we initiate, 
encourage and otherwise support a study of the 
real causes of the shortage’’ of vocations to the 
priesthood, Auxiliary Bishop Nicolas Walsh of 
Seattle said in remarks before the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops last November 
during its annual national meeting. 

Bishop Walsh called attention to the many 
questions he hears people raising about the 
current vocation statistics. His prepared text 
follows: 


Since last summer the Catholic press in 
the United States has made us all more 
aware of the shortage of vocations to the 
ordained priesthood. Recent studies and 
our own special task force, which is 
analyzing the results, are the occasion of 
this timely publicity. 

Many who heretofore were satisfied 
with the “‘God-will-provide’’ approach to 
the shortage of personnel and to the drop 
in numbers of candidates are now saying 
that God will indeed provide, but that all 
must use their gifts to come up with a 
solution. 

They know that the situation does not 
allow us to take the comfortable posture of 
simply waiting and letting another 
generation solve the problem which faces 
ours. Some are incorrectly portraying the 
bishops of our country as leaders who in 
the face of it all are naively asking, 
““What problem?’’ 

They do not know what pain we suffer 
as we see the depletion of our ranks and as 
we consider the needs of a growing 
family. 

The figures which alarm them are: that 
the median age’ of our priests is 52, that 
we have only 4,000 students for the 
priesthood in our theologates at the 
moment; that 20 years from now we can 
expect to have about 25,000 active 
priests. 

They are learning that Sisters, Brothers 
and deacons are heading up pastoral 
staffs, that parishes are being established 
without hope of having resident priests, 
that parishes and missions are being 
consolidated or closed, that our priests are 
suffering from stress, burnout and 
frustration, and that early retirement 
requests are mounting. As this is 
happening, our Catholic population 
continues to increase. 

Silent and uninformed on the subject 
for a long time, or perhaps simply closing 
their eyes to the situation, the laity are 
now asking in public about the shortage 


They asked, “Teacher where 
do you live?” 

He replied 
“Come and see.” 


Jn. 1:38-39 
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which, Pope Paul VI said in 1969, 
“brings everyone to understand the 
urgency and the moving nature of the 
problem of vocations.”’ 

Some of their questions: Why are not 
more homilies, retreats, workshops, 
diocesan-wide appeals for prayer 
provided? Are vocation offices being 
funded as generously as other diocesan 
efforts? Are our best people being chosen 
to lead them? > 

Is the vocation to the priesthood lost in 
the maze of ministries programs which, in 
the opinion of some, have reduced the 
priesthood to a level of service equal to 
others not demanding the same unique 
charisms? Why are service programs 
attracting more of our young men than do 
our priestly vocation programs? 

Is the phenomenon saying something 
about a permanent commitment, or 
about celibacy or about the manner in 
which options are presented? Professional 
people who know the value of sound 
sociological research ask if we really are in 
touch with causes which are deeper than 
some suggested by questions just cited. 

Young people who mingle with 
seminarians on university campuses ask, 
“Is this the type of priest we need and 
want?’’ Without their realizing it, they 
too look for the kind of candidate who fits 
the description of the ideal youth of our 
day to whom the Holy Father and bishops 
of the council directed their final words: 
the pure, respectful, sincere, obedient 
youth in whose hands ‘‘the torch’’ would 
be carried with dignity, dedication and 
sacrifice. 

Are we appealing to and attracting this 
kind? If not, what must be done about it? 

Some are wondering aloud, as we 
ourselves did at Collegeville, about our 
role and the way we project it. They are 
saying, as we have said, that our being 
seen as pastors will have positive effects 
on the vocation picture. Correctly, they 
relate this to the vocation crisis. 

Our role as personal witnesses, to quote 
a’ Roman document, is ‘‘an 
element...particularly necessary in the 
promotion of vocations...since people 
come to understand the life of a 


priest...through their relations with living 
people.”’ 

To their credit, some of the laity are 
examining their own lives and about ‘‘the 
spirit of faith, love and reverence in 
Catholic homes”’ which ideally serve as a 
“kind of introductory seminary.”’ 


Today Christ continues 
toinvite... 
Are YOU ready 
to respond? 


Sister Ellen Muldoon 
COLUMBAN SISTERS 

4031 Dozier St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90063 

Please send me more information 


Name 


City 
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Finally, they are now asking more 
publicly than ever before if the current 
problem will not force us to look to some 
of those categories of persons from which, 
traditionally, candidates for the 


priesthood have not been sought or 
accepted. 

For the most part, the answers to these 
questions are being sought not by critics 
of the Church or by cranks, but by people 
of deep faith and solid commitment to 


For further information 
write to: 


Brother Peter, O.H. Name 

2035 West Adams Blvd. Addr. 

Los Angeles, CA 90018 se 
Age 


ur Story is Simple 


John of God was a contemplative in 
action who had a mutual love and 
understanding with those who suffer. 
He saw Christ on the Cross suffering in 
the bodies of the hungry, the needy, 
the sick and the elderly. Through the 
gift of Hospitality, we seek to humanize 
sickness by restoring to those who suf- 
fer, their power to love and to be loved. 


Hospitaller Brothers 
of St. John of God 


S=Phone ces SC 


Christ and to their Church. They will 
continue to pray for and even prod us as 
long as they recognize the importance of 
the sacraments, particularly the 
Eucharist, on which they depend ‘‘as the 
ceniral sanctifying act of the worshipping 
community.”’ 

They will not be satisfied with partial or 
emergency solutions to a problem which 
threatens their enjoying the fullness of the 
eucharistic celebration. 


Zip 


The Immaculate Heart 
Community believes in 
fostering shared prayer, 

deepening spirituality and 
working toward peace and 
justice. Single and married 
Christians, if you are in- 
terested in an ecumenical 
community which supports 
diversity in lifestyle and 
work, write to: 


Membership Committee 
Immaculate Heart 
Community 
5515 Franklin Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
(213) 466-2157 


There is a place for you 


at St. Michael's 
in Orange, Calif. 


IF you are called by God to become a Religious, a Priest, a 
Teacher following the 850-year tradition of the Canons Regula 
of Premontre, apostles of the Eucharistic Presence. 


%: you believe in reforming yourself before reforming the 
Institution — realizing that there is no shortcut on the road to 
perfection and no substitute for prayer and mortification. . : 
% you admit that no institution can survive and achieve its objectives without established 
rules and regulations — knowing that democracy without a hierarchy of authority is as 
_impossible in the Church as it is in any institution. 
% you value above all the Magisterium of the Church, with St. Augustine and St. Thomas 
Aquinas as guiding stars for your priestly studies. 
%& you wish to combine your studies with a rich liturgical tradition in which Gregorian 
Chant (Vat. Il, Lit. 116) and the classics of our Catholic heritage are given “pride of 


place.” 


%& you wish to join a Community whose life includes Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, 
monthly Nocturnal Adoration, Lenten Stations of the Cross, and daily Rosary. 

%& you are willing to discern the “signs of our times” and to value the “constant elements” of 
our changing world, admitting that the cross and the flag will remain worthy symbols of 


these elements.: 4 


%& you are willing to join the Vicar of Christ in his opposition 


to false interpretations of renewal. 


%& you want to be a Priest “in the world, but not of the world,”’ obedient to your lawtul 
Superiors and living a celibate life in the spirit of evangelical poverty until death. 


For Further Inormation Write To: 
VERY REV. L. K. PARKER, O.PRAEM, PRIOR-RECTOR 
1042 Star Route, Orange, Calif. 92667 


Eligible age groups — 18 to 25 for the Novitiate 
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But they will not believe in Him unless they have heard of Hum, 
And they will not hear of Him unless they get a preacher, 
And they will never hear a preacher unless one is sent. 


Fostering Vocations and Ministries 
in the Church for Men & Women 


CHURCH. 
MINISTRIES 


Throughout history men and women have 
answered their baptismal call to Gospel 
living in various ways. There have always 
been those who felt called to devote their 
entire talents and energies: to making the 
message of the Lord’s Good News come 
alive in a special way, through full time 
ministry to the people of God. 


SISTER 


The Sister is called to be a woman of prayer 
and commits herself, in some way, to 
respond to the variety of needs within the 


Church while living a vowed life. She . 


commits herself to God and His People 
within a particular community, and through 
vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience. 
Though there are 701 different congregations 
of women Religious in the United States, 
there are commonalities in their life-style 
and, even more so, in their process of 
affiliation. Initial formation includes at least 
one year of novitiate, usually two; the taking 
of temporary vows or promises; and the final 
public commitment to the vowed life of the 
community. 


MEMBER OF A 
SECULAR INSTITUTE 


A secular institute member is a lay man or 
woman who dedicates his or her life to giving 
Christian witness. He/she makes private 
vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience, 
chooses any job he/she likes, and does not 
live in community. There is a period of 
acceptance and preparation before final 
vows are professed. 


DIOCESAN 
PRIEST 


The diocesan priest is called to be a leader of 
the Christian community as a minister of 
Word and Sacrament. He commits himself to 
a life of prayer and service to God’s people 
within a particular diocese. Together with 
other diocesan priests and his bishop, he 
helps to meet the many different needs of 
people. A diocesan priest is primarily a 
parish priest, but can serve, also, as a 
campus minister, a teacher, a social worker, 
a hospital, jail, or military chaplain, or 
wherever a need arises. He does not profess 
“vows” as do Religious priests, but makes 
promises of celibacy and obedience. His 
education usually consists of four years of 
college and four years of theology. 


BROTHER 


A Brother is a man who desires to dedicate 
himself to.growing in love with the Lord 
through prayer, the vows and ministry to the 
People of God. This love of God is often 


~ expressed in terms of service — a Brother’s 


way of showing concern for the needs of 


others, and demonstrating his desire for a 


better life in God for himself and others. A 
Brother lives a life of community, 
commitment and service. His vows of 
poverty, celibacy and obedience free him to 
do this. His education and training is done in 
terms of the preparation needed for the 
ministry he will be doing. 


RELIGIOUS 
PRIEST 


Like the diocesan priest, the Religious priest 
is called to be a leader of Word and 
Sacrament in the Christian community, and 
attempts to meet special needs within the 
Church. The Religious priest does this by 
committing himself to living, praying, and 
working in a religious community, and 
through vows of poverty, celibacy, and 
obedience. Preparation usually includes four 
years of college, a novitiate year, and four 
years in a program of theology. 


DEACON 


A man 32-65 years of age, married or single, 
who desires to serve the Church in ministry 
of the liturgy, Word, and service can become 
a deacon. The man must spend at least four 
years in a program of spiritual, pastoral, and 
theological formation. Training in 
specialized ministries: hospital or nursing 
home visitation,. marriage preparation, 
tribunal work, counseling, religious 
education, and many others can be provided. 


LAY PASTORAL 
MINISTER 


A lay pastoral minister is a lay man or woman 
who participates actively in the mission of 
the Church through discipleship, service, 
and empowerment. Participants are 
commissioned to serve within the diocese 
for any one.of many ministries. 


Prayer to Know Your Vocation 


Father, you are the creator of all that | am and of all that | am called 
to be. With the talents and opportunities | have, how may | serve you 
best? Please guide my mind and heart, open me to the needs of my 
country and of the world, and help me to choose wisely and 
practically for your honor and glory and for the good of all those 


whose lives | touch. AMEN. 


VOCATIONS OFFICE— 
DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO. 


1659 Santa Paula Drive 


293-7867 


San Diego, CA 92111 


Father Peter M. Escalante Sister Bonnie Pelloux 


Vocations Supplement 


18 — Southern Cross, September 29, 1983 


1ent 


Vocations outlook: Optimism tempered by reality... 


Continued from page 3 


work is setting up support groups of men 
and women. The female groups 
sometimes spend an evening at a 
community. 


WHEN A young person calls the 
vocations office, he or she is invited in for 
an interview. ‘‘If they are interested they 
are invited to participate in the vocations 
program,”’ Father Escalante said. 


They can opt for any or all of the 
activities, including retreats, support 
groups and spiritual direction provided 
by priests and Sisters. 


Once a person leaves a vocation 
retreat, it is important they are not just 
left on their own. A spiritual director — 
““someone with whom they can continue 
the journey’’ — is assigned to each person 
who wants one. 


THOSE WHO are interested in the 
priesthood go to retreats at St. Francis 
Seminary where ‘“‘they can get an 
experience of seminary life,’’ Sister 
Bonnie said. The diocese doesn’t have a 
formation house, so it is ‘‘vital’’ that 


women ‘‘visit convents so they can 
experience the life of a novice,’’ she 


added. 


The vocations team was hesitant to give 
the number of young people that are in 
the program since some are very active 
and others aren’t. 


But, they said, vocations are fairly 
healthy in this diocese, compared to 
others. For instance, this year’s 
enrollment at St. Francis Seminary is 36 
— the highest total in almost 10 years. 


BUT THAT figure pales in 
comparison to the number of vocations in 
pre-Vatican II days. Whose fault is that? 


Just as vocations are the “‘responsibility 
of everyone,”’ Father Peter said, a lack of 
vocations is the fault of everyone. “‘I 
wouldn’t want to put the fault on any one 
particular group. We are all corporately 
responsible for what hasn’t happened. 
The hierarchy on through all would have 
to acknowledge a failure to do our part.”’ 

Sister Bonnie was more specific. ‘‘I 
believe the Lord is still calling people and 
I just lay a lot of the blame on the role 


Spiritual ‘disease’ affecting the Church? 


Continued from page 1 


teaching with a subjectivism of following 
one’s own so-called conscience.’’ 


“IN THE past 25 years, many of the 
ordinary faithful, especially young people 
and those without deep faith, have 
embraced the sensate culture and lost 
their faith,’’ he said. 


At the same time, he said, ‘“‘many of 
the more serious laity, Religious and 
clergy...have accepted pseudosex but 
tried to harmonize it with their faith and 
in doing so have more or less consciously 
embraced neo-Gnosticism.”’ 


Neo-Gnosticism derives from historical 
precedents such as Gnosticism and 
Albigensianism, which were heresies 
characterized by a view that reduced 
reality to human consciousness, Grisez 
said. : 

GNOSTICISM, WHICH arose in the 
second century, embraced the dualistic 
view of God and humanity, emphasizing 
the separateness between the bodily and 
the spiritual. 

Today’s neo-Gnosticism 
several elements, Grisez said. 


involves 


He outlined the rejection of received 
Christian moral teaching, denial that 
human beings really can live pure and 
holy lives, and the assertion that God’s 
grace and mercy are such that all will be 
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saved. 


OTHER ELEMENTS include a 
reduction of dogma to ‘‘merely symbolic 
status,’’ denial that Scripture and 
doctrine have absolute significance, and 
rejection of the pope and other bishops as 
successors of the apostles. 


Grisez said that neo-Gnosticism has 
grown rapidly because of the 
‘‘surrounding culture,’’ which is 
“enslaved: by pseudosex’’ and presents 
temptations to Christians. 


Although the ‘‘sensate culture’’ is not 
new, ‘‘Catholics generally used to 
recognize the alien character of this 
culture and only recently surrendered to 
it,’’ he said. 


OTHER CAUSES are weaknesses in 
classical Christian spirituality, which was 
“too other-worldly,’’ and internal 
weaknesses within the Catholic Church, 
Grisez added. 


Although neo-Gnosticism ‘‘seems 
strong,’’ said Grisez, “‘it is really very 
weak.’’ 


“‘Neo-Gnosticism is a very unstable 
amalgam of pseudosex, pseudospirituality 
and pseudotheology,’’ he said. ‘‘It eases 
the way of people who are losing their 
faith and abandoning their vocational 
commitments, but it makes no converts 
from unbelief.’’ 
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models — the priests and _ Sisters 
themselves. I hate to articulate that. I 
dont feel we offer them support, 
encouragement and time,’’ she said. 
Convents and rectories often are ‘‘not 
inviting,’’ she said. 


THE LIFE of a Religious or cleric “‘is 
not just something you learn in a book,”’ 
Father Peter said. If priests and Sisters 
would share their lives with prospective 
vocations, there would be ‘‘a growing 
realization that God does call you as you 
are,’’ he added. 


The laity needs to accept its 
responsibility in the vocations picture, 
they agreed. People in the pews should 
approach youngsters and ask them if they 
have considered a vocation, they said. 


Some lay people are answering the call 


RENEW WORKSHOP — Father Raymond G. O’Donnell and Franciscan Sister Joanne 


to foster vocations, they said. The Serra 
Club has been a ‘‘tremendous support”’ 
to the vocation team’s efforts, they noted. 


ABOUT HALF of the diocese’s 
parishes have vocations committees. 
Some of those lay groups raise money to 
buy vocations materials, have vocations 
contests and take children on tours of 
convents and the seminary. 


Father Escalante and Sister Bonnie find 
their work rewarding. ‘‘I consider it a 
great privilege to share in the spiritual 
journey of so many young people...who 
are serious and want to give the Lord a 
chance to work in their lives,’’ Sister said. 


Father Peter’s work in the vocations 
office convinced him that ‘‘being a 
diocesan priest, I see it as playing an 
important role in the future of diocesan 
life.”’ 


Photo by Larry Plaster 


_ Nicgorski of the Center for Liturgy and Prayer led a pair of lector training workshops 
for RENEW, which places special emphasis on the Sunday Masses as a key to the 
week’s activities. Two training sessions were held, Sept. 21 and 25, at Holy Family 


Parish in Linda Vista. 
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How real is the shortage of priests right now? A 
number of U.S. dioceses are already adjusting to the fact, 
and more will be facing the problem before too long. 


(The much-publicized telephone surveys of American 
Catholics conducted by pollster George Gallup on how to 
solve the vocations problem only confuse the issue. His 
periodic pronouncements about the inevitability of 
women priests or married priests notwithstanding, it is 
the call of God, the response of the individual, and the 
confirmation of that call by the bishop alone at the time of 
ordination that validates vocation.) 


CONSIDER THE situations in other parts of the U.S. 
right now as the San Diego diocese thinks in terms of 
building and opening new parishes — the problem right 
now seems to be one of financing new parishes,. not 
finding the priests to staff them: 


® Steubenville, Ohio. The Senate of Priests, 
anticipating ‘‘priestless Sundays,’’ is looking at ways to 
prepare the Catholic faithful to accept the idea that 
increasingly, instead of Mass, laity will have to conduct 
communion services in conjunction with a Liturgy of the 


Word. 


® Milwaukee. ‘‘Rather than close or consolidate 
parishes, we believe that there is another alternative that. 
not only enables us to preserve our uniqueness, but also to 
reach out and help each other in a productive way,’’ said 
the pastor of one of two inner-city parishes now 
established as a ‘‘parish cluster.’’ Archbishop Rembert 
G. Weakland has apparently approved the move, which 
might set a pattern for the future in which a team of 
priests would live together in a common rectory, share 
their meals and prayer, but minister to a number of 
parishes which will stay open, but without a resident 
pastor. 


¢ Tulsa, Oklahoma. Bishop Eusebius Beltran has 
already established the first ‘‘pastoral team’’ to serve 
several parishes at one time. The priests will perform 
those duties proper to the ordained priesthood, but will be 
joined by one deacon and two lay women who will 
actually administer the parishes, a possibility envisioned 
under the new Code of Canon Law. 


® Indianapolis. An interim plan to deal with the 
expected loss of 26 priests over the next five years involves 
two or more parishes to be served by one pastor; giving 
priests the option of being assigned to a common 
residence serving in the same geographical area; the on- 
site presence, where needed, of a non-ordained ‘‘pastoral 
minister;’’ the ‘‘regional appointment’’ of some priests to 
a specific ministry embracing several parishes; and a 
review of the liturgy schedules in all parishes of the 
archdiocese. 


e¢ Denver, Colo. Just having one priest in the parish 
will be something to be thankful for, said Father 
Lawrence St. Peter, vicar for priests. ‘“We have to get the 
word out that we are short of priests (and it is) going to get 
worse...people are going to be upset because they can’t 
have two or three priests in their parish.’’ 


¢@ Cincinnati, Ohio. In the next 17 years, the number 
of priests in the archdiocese will drop from 465 to as low 
as 300, and upwards of one-third of those remaining will 
be over the retirement age, compared to 11 percent now. 
Father Chris Hall, director of clergy personnel, says his 
successor at the turn of the century will have fewer priests 
but more permanent deacons and laity to work with, 
releasing priests for sacramental and pastoral duties only; 
the others will take over parish administration. 


© Omaha, Neb. St. James parish; under the 
leadership of its pastor, Father William Fitzgerald, has 
hired a full-time ‘‘business administrator’? because 
“‘pastoral ministry should be the priority of priests.”’ 


® Racine, Wisc. A Dominican Sister from here is 
associate pastor of a small, rural parish in Arkansas. The 
entire state is one diocese, with only 58 active and 17 
retired priests. Her pastor now serves three rural 
parishes, each almost 50 miles from the other. As 
associate, the Sister will assist with sacramental 
preparation, crisis counseling, visit the sick, and develop 
programs in adult spirituality. 

e Hartford, Conn. Archbishop John R. Whealon has 
ordered, after next Jan. 1: no more than one Saturday 
evening vigil Mass for the Sunday obligation; Masses at 
least 90 minutes apart; the elimination of Sunday Masses 
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where the church is less than half full; and the elimination 
of all Sunday Masses after 12:30 p.m. Priests were 
reaching high levels of exhaustion by being called upon to 
celebrate ‘‘too many Masses’’ with insufficient attention 
to liturgical quality, said the archbishop. 


But in the Diocese of San Diego, more Catholics will 
need more parishes, and the expectation is that, vocations 
shortage or not, there will be sufficient priests to meet the 
need. Why the apparent optimism in the face of a 
downward national trend? 


For one thing, the diocese may have already weathered 
the worst as far as the shortage of college-level 
seminarians goes, said Msgr. Henry F. Fawcett, rector of 
St. Francis Seminary. The ‘‘lean years’’ at St. Francis 
were the mid-70s; in 1977 the seminary had only 18 
seminarians, divided equally between San Diego and San 
Bernardino. It now has about twice the number, and 
except for three from the Phoenix diocese, all are slated 
for the diocesan priesthood if they go on to theology and 
ordination. ; 


‘‘AS THE present clergy ages, that’s where the crunch 
is going to come in,’’ said Msgr. Fawcett. ‘‘We are now 
experiencing the low-point we had in college. We have 
not been ordaining a sufficient number of men even to 
maintain ourselves, but we do have a number of priests 
coming in from other dioceses.”’ 


Although encouraged by the present full capacity at the | 


seminary, Msgr. Fawcett is cautious about speaking of 
this as a trend at this point. The vocations shortfall eight 


years or so ago at the college level means that at the most ~ 


the diocese will ordain four priests over the next three 
years. 


But, he points out, the diocese sent six men to theology 
this year alone, and the seminary population is slightly 
older, much more mature, better able to deal with a 
number of personal issues, including human sexuality 
and celibacy, factors which would seem to indicate a 
higher percentage of young men making it all the way to 
ordination and living out their vocation as priests. 


THE VOCATIONS picture is rosier in the diocese 
now, said Msgr. Fawcett, and he listed several reasons for 
this, including the priests themselves, who are 
encouraging vocations. ‘‘A good number of men are here 
because parish priests took an interest in them.”’ 


Vocations personnel in the diocese are maintaining 
close personal contacts with young men interested in the 
priesthood, and a group of priests is available for spiritual 
direction as well; the twice-yearly vocations retreats are 
also a plus, said Msgr. Fawcett. 


“IT think people are praying. Consciousness...has been 
raised. A lot of the credit goes to the Serra Club.”’ 


THE EXPERIENCE of being an altar boy also plays a 
part in developing priestly vocations, said Msgr. Fawcett. 
“The more contact boys and young men have with 
priests, the more apt they are to consider priesthood as an 
option in life.’’ 

Too broad a use of the term ‘‘ministry’’ can lead to 
confusion about the uniqueness of the priesthood and 
sacred ordination, noted Msgr. Fawcett, who sees them 
devolving from the ministry of the bishop. 


“It’s obvious that the bishop is not just one of a 
number of ministers. His presence is a sacramental 
presence. I define priesthood in terms of sacramental 
presence, a living witness to the faithfulness of the Risen 
Lord to the community. It is the focal point of all other 
ministries, which flow from and lead to the Eucharist.’’ 


THE ‘‘HOPE?”’ is that the diocese will add 10 parishes 
during the years to come, says Father Mark Campbell, 
director of the clergy personnel board. A committee of 
pastors and associates, chaired by Auxiliary Bishop 
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Vocations shortfall? Impact may be lessened here 


Gilbert E. Chavez, has already studied the feasibility of 
such a move, and ‘‘new parishes will come, on a need 
basis, because of the extreme cost of starting one up.”’ 


If there is one word to describe the situation the diocese 
finds itself in today, the word is ‘‘fortunate,’’ said Father 
Campbell. Priests from Mexico, Spain, the Philippines 
and Vietnam have come to the diocese to serve the 
Spanish-speaking and the influx of refugees from 
Southeast Aasia. 


_ ‘‘Quite a number of men choose to come here from 
other dioceses because of the weather and because the 
Church is alive and flourishing here in San Diego,’’ he 
said. 


THE DIOCESE currently has 272 active priests (47 of 
them Religious), not counting the two bishops, and 39 
retired priests, many-of them supplying for weekend 
Masses, others with ministries of their own in several of 
the parishes. Programs of continuing education, priests’ 
support groups, the Ministry to Priests’ program, and the 
fact that ‘‘people are very responsive to their priests — 
they become involved and support their efforts,’ are 
additional inducements to those priests who move into the 
diocese, said Father Campbell. 


The preparation of priests for the diocese — “‘one of 
the highest rates in the country for graduate’ work’? — 
and opportunities for varied ministry — ‘“‘the more 


qualified a man is the better he can serve the people’? — 
adds to the ‘‘newness and youthfulness of the Church 
here,’’ said Father Campbell. 


‘‘Our younger priests are very fulfilled, and we 
haven’t lost that many proportionate to other dioceses,”’ 
he said. Of the few who have left the priesthood, ‘‘the 
reasons are as varied as the men themselves...probably a 
dissatisfaction or disenchantment with their ministry, not 
just to get married.”’ 


WHAT ABOUT the future? 


“*T would be very optimistic,’’ said Father Campbell. 
““As we look at (our) history to date, it’s been very 
favorable...the .eality is that we have a_ healthy 
presbyterate in San Diego.”’ 


MISSION BAY — The Diocesan Peace and Justice 
Commission is one of the sponsors of the first national 
Freeze Walk, to be held Oct. 1. Money raised will be used 
to help finance a nation-wide campaign to achieve a 
natural, verifiable nuclear weapons freeze, say its 
supporters. Further information is available from Sister 
Louise McDonald of the Peace and Justice Commission at 
231-2828. 
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The idea of an accessible God 
developed through history, he noted. The 
early Greeks thought of their gods as 
“totally transcendent.’’ The God of the 
Hebrews was mysterious and 
transcendent, but He was also considered 
“‘a God of the Earth, as Psalms put it,”’ 
Dr. Groom said. ‘‘The Hebrews were 
convinced this God of theirs would be 
discovered through everyday life.’’ 


Typical Greek thought held that action 
should follow careful intellectualizing, he 
noted. But Jesus advocated the opposite: 
“If you do it you’ll be amazed what you 
learn about it,’’ Dr. Groom said. Praxis is 
that sort of learning by doing. 


‘“MOST OF us are all basically Greeks 
in our thinking,’’ he said. However, 
theoretical thought needs to be balanced 
with the Catholic “principal of 
sacramentality’’ — the belief that Jesus 
comes to us in bread and wine, for 
instance. 


Teachers need to find ways to relate 


SERRA MESA — The fifth annual 
Hidden Valley Fesh Rince will take place 
at St. Columba Church, Oct. 8 and 9, 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., on the parish 
grounds. Several Hundred Irish dancers ' 
from throughout the Western U.S. and 

Canada will attend. Admission is $2., and 

refreshments will be available. 


Christian themes to everyday life, he said, 
but most CCD educators think praxis is 
just a way to get children’s attention 
before getting on to ‘‘the real stuff.’’ 


“Christian faith has to be lived rather 
than just being believed in,’? Dr. Groom 
said. ‘‘Our own lived faith is where God 
typically reveals God’s lived self to us.”’ 


TEACHERS SHOULD remember 
that in each story there is an implication 
and an application. ‘‘In every Christian 
story there is a vision.’? When children 
learn ‘‘Jesus loves you,’’ they should also 


- discover we need to love one another too, 


he said. 


Each participant attended two of the 44 
workshops that were taught by priests, 
deacons, Religious and laity. 


“‘We look on it as being information, 
motivation and renewal for catechists,’’ 
Ginger Infantino, associate director of the 
office of Religious Education said of the 
Institute. Attendance at the institute was 


. worth seven hours of renewal credit 


through the Office of Religious 
Education. 


“IT’S ALWAYS exciting to see so 
many people gathered who work with the 
Word...it renews your hope each year. 
It’s a good way to begin each year,’’ she 
said. 


Youths from the Rincon Indian 
Reservation and the Santa Ysabel 


+ 


Mission sold refreshments. Youth group 
members in full costume performed a 
liturgical Native American dance at the 
closing Mass. They danced as the 
offertory gifts were brought to the altar. 


Father Steve McCall, director of the 
Office of Religious Education, delivered 
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Photo by Susan Nowak 
BROWSING BREAK — Catechetical materials and other religious education goods 
were available for inspection during program breaks at the Catechetical Institute last. 
Saturday. : 


the homily at Mass and the welcome at 
the general assembly. Deacon Robert 
Ekhaml was deacon of the Mass. 


THE UNIVERSITY of San Diego 
Music Ministry and the Spanish Music 
Group of St. Rose of Lima. parish 
supplied the music for the Mass. 


U.S. priest dead in Honduras: ‘Loopholes exist’ 


By Cindy Wooden 
NC News Service 


Honduran military officials have 
reported the death of a former Jesuit, 
Father James Francis Carney, 58, but 
members of his family and the Society of 
Jesus said they have doubts about the 
government’s report. 


Col. Cesar Elvir Sierra said Father 
Carney, from St. Louis, died of 
exhaustion caused by a lack of food. He 
said the priest died while trying to flee 
Honduran troops with a rebel force in the 
Olancho province during a government 
sweep of a mountainous area near the 
Nicaraguan border. < 


HE PROVIDED no other details of 
Father Carney’s death, including the date 
he died. He did say that guerrilla leader 
Jose Maria Reyes Mata was killed Sept. 
18 during the drive. 


However, Father Carney’s sister, 
Virginia Smith, said, ‘‘We’re not sure 
he’s dead; there is no body and no one 
saw him die.’”’ 


Jesuit Father Jose Maria Tojeira, the 
superior for Jesuits in Honduras, said he 
doubted the official version of Father 
Carney’s death. ‘‘Loopholes exist in the 
version of his death which we hope will be 
clarified in time.” 


JOHN CAULFIELD, a USS. State 
Department press officer, said the State 
Department ‘‘is looking into reports’’ 
concerning Father Carney’s death and 
has sent an official from the consulate in 
Tegucigalpa to the area where he 
“reportedly died.”’ 


His death and the conditions 
surrounding it. ‘‘cannot be confirmed at 
this point,’’ Caulfield said. 


Father Carney left the Society of Jesus 
last June 6 after 35 years, said Jesuit 
Father Ronald T. Zinkle, director of the 
Jesuit Mission Bureau for the Missouri 
Province. He was still a priest in good 
standing. 

““HE FELT called by God’’ to leave 
the Jesuits, but to continue as a priest 
working with the poor in Central 
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Senate lifts ban on U.S.-Vatican ties 


WASHINGTON (NC) — The Senate 
began paving the way for full diplomatic 
relations with the Vatican Sept. 22 when 
it approved legislation lifting a 100-year- 
old ban on appointing a U.S. ambassador 
to the Holy See. 


There was no recorded vote and only 
limited discussion on the measure, offered 
as an amendment by Sen. Richard Lugar 
(R-Ind.) to a State Department 
authorization bill. 


THE HOUSE already has approved 
its State Department bill, but without the 
amendment on Vatican relations. 
Differences between the two bills — 
including the Vatican diplomacy issue — 
will be ironed out by a House-Senate 
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government officials, including Reagan. 
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established, the apostolic delegation in 
Washington presumably would be 
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America, Mrs. Smith said. 


Father Carney was a member of the 
Missouri province until about a year-and- 
a-half-ago when he and several Jesuits 
working in Honduras asked to be 
reassigned to the Central America 
province, Father Zinkle said. 


Mrs. Smith said that Jesuits working in 
Honduras heard reports of Father 
Carney’s death on Honduran television 
Sept. 19 and notified the family. 


SHE AND other family members have 
been in contact with the State 
Department and the U.S. Embassy, 
however, ‘‘we don’t have any answers,”’ 
she said. ‘“The embassy said there are six 
different versions of his death.”’ 


_ Father Zinkle said that Jesuit 
missionaries working in Honduras went 
to the military Sept. 20, but they ‘‘heard 
nothing.’’ They tried to get custody of the 
body for the family, but received ‘‘no 
cooperation.”’ 


Father Tojeira said, ‘‘We do not know 
who to turn to because the army says it 
does not have the body.”’ 


FATHER CARNEY had lived and 
worked in Central America for 25 years. 
Father Zinkle said that while still a Jesuit 
Father Carney worked with the 
campesinos (poor farmers.) 


He was a ‘‘gentle man, a holy priest 
and single-minded in his efforts to help 
the poor and to get justice’? Mrs. Smith 
said. ‘“‘He was not popular with the 
government.”’ 


In the 1960s Father Carney was 


instrumental in starting the National 
Association of Honduran Peasants. He 


became a Honduran citizen in 1973 and 
adopted the name Guadalupe so he could 
be, in his words, ‘‘better identified with 
my people.’’ 


IN NOVEMBER 1979 he was 
arrested, deprived of his Honduran 
citizenship and deported to the United 
States on charges of subversion. Student 
groups protested his expulsion by 
occupying the cathedrals in Tegucigalpa 
and San Pedro Sula. 


In December 1979, the priests’ council 
of the Santa Rosa de Copan Diocese in 
Honduras told the Honduran people that 
members of the military junta and any 
one who had a part in expelling the priest 
were excommunicated. Sources at Santa 
Rosa de Copan _ said the 
excommunication was approved by 
Bishop Jose Carranza of that See. 


Mrs. Smith said that Father Carney 
returned to Central America late in 
December with a Nicaraguan visa. The 
last mail she received from him was 
postmarked Managua, Nicaragua. 


COL. SIERRA said Father Carney 
had joined the guerrillas and had received 
guerrilla training in Cuba and 
Nicaragua. 


If the priest had joined the guerrillas, 
he was there as their chaplain, Mrs. 
Smith said. ‘‘He wanted to be a chaplain 
to the freedom fighters. He said they 
needed a priest just like anyone else.’’ 

Mrs. Smith said that her brother “‘lived 


with the poor, ate with them and plowed 
the fields with them.”’ 


OOPS...WE’RE SORRY 


In last week’s issue, there was an error in the 
location for a free Will and Income Planning Clinic 


being sponsored by the 


diocesan Planned Giving 


Office on Oct. 1 at 10:30 a.m. 

The ad stated the clinic will be held at St. Vincent de 
Paul Church hall. It should have read the clinic will be 
held in All Hallows Parish Library, La Jolla. 

Correct information is in this week’s ad found on 


page 2. 


Southern Cross regrets this error and any 
inconvenience caused by it. 
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Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Sunday, Oct. 2, 7 a.m. 

Channel 39 
Father Mark Campbell 
Celebrant 
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T.G.I.F. celebration, held by the Catholic Alumni Club, is 
Sept. 30 at 6 p.m. Info: 690-4746. 

Fiesta ’83, the 95th anniversary party of St. Mary parish, 
13th and Broadway, Escondido, is Sept. 30 6-10 p.m., Oct. 1 
noon-10 p.m. and Oct. 2 noon-9 p.m. Free kiddie movies, arts 
and crafts, Polish, Mexican and Italian food, games and 
entertainment, including KCBQ Country Flatbed Band, 
Escondido Charros, mariachis and Dixieland band. Off-road 
vehicles and dragsters displayed. Family fun. More: 747-5291. 

Holy Spirit Seminar, Sept. 30-Oct. 2 at Mission San Luis 
Rey Retreat Center. Sponsored by San Luis Rey charismatic 
prayer community. Presentation team led by Franciscan Fr. 
Ralph Weishaar. More: 757-3659 or (S.D. area) 459-3255 or 
write to Holy Spirit Seminar, Old Mission Retreat, P.O. Box 
409, San Luis Rey, Ca. 92068. 

“Effective Ministry to the Sick, workshop at St. Therese 
parish hall, is Oct. 1, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. for deacons, eucharistic 
ministers, nurses, priests, pastoral care workers, etc. Cost is $6. 
Sponsored by San Diego Chapter of the Association of Christian 
Therapists. Fr. Raymond Ryland and Dr. and Mrs. Hank 
Kankowski are some of the speakers. 

Fashion show, card party and luncheon, sponsored by 
Catholic Daughters Court Our Lady of Mt. Soledad, is Oct. 8, 
but reservations due by Oct. 1. Fundraiser for Catholic 


Charities. At St. Brigid Auditorium, 4735 Cass St., Pacific 


Beach at 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $6 at 483-8016 or 274-3075. 

Devotions of the Blue Army of Our Lady of Fatima will be 
held Oct. 1 at noon with Mass and Holy Hour, St. Joseph 
Cathedral, Third Avenue and Beech Street. 

Shield of Roses program continues Oct. 1 at Dr. Edward 
Allred’s abortion facility, Alvarado Medical Center, 6495 
Alvarado Road, led by Father Martin McGovern, 9-10 a.m. 
The outdoor rosary march is held the first Saturday of the 
month. 

First Saturday Mass, offered Oct. 1 at 7:45 a.m. at Church 
of St. Mary Magdalene. Rosary and Fatima prayers follow. 
More: 279-6977. 

All-day RENEW workshop on liturgical planning, sponsored 
by the Center for Liturgy and Prayer, is Oct. 1 at 9 a.m. at St. 
Mary Magdalene parish hali, Bay Park. Featured is Fr. Eugene 
Walsh, S.S., nationally known liturgist. Info: 293-3375. 

Autumn Daze, a card party hosted by Heffernan 76, Y.L.L., 
will raise money for men studying to be priests of this diocese. 
It’s Oct. 1 at 12:30 p.m. at St. Didacus School hall, Normal 
Heights. Dessert at 12:30 p.m., cards follow. Price is $2.50 per 
corner. Reservations: 582-7348. 

Festival ’83 of Julian’s St. Elizabeth Church, Fourth and B 
streets, is Oct. 1 and 2 from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Games, arts and 
crafts, gift sales, raffle, snacks. Barbecue beef dinner served each 
day from 11 a.m. until there is no more food. Cost of dinner is 
$4.95 adults, $2.50 children. Sandwiches $2.50. Dance Oct. 2 to 
Smokin’ from 8-11 p.m. on the church grounds. Dance tickets 
are $2. 

United Nations Festival, sponsored by Holy Family Church, 
Ulric and Tait streets, Linda Vista, Oct. 1-2, will feature 
Coulson Family Jazz Band, Morning Star Band, visits by San 
Diego Padres, Misty the Magnificent Pony, t.v.’s Fantasy 
Fountain Money Machine and more. International food, new 
games, prizes, crafts and huge rummage sale. Live 


BINGO KING e BINGO BOY (EEL Ea) 
Supplies & Equipment 2 1/30)44/51/6a 
Showroom and Warehouse — 24-hr. Delivery 
WESTERN GIFT DISTRIBUTORS 


1156 Morena Blvd., San Diego, CA 92110 
M-F 9to 5,Sat 9to1 (619) 276-0360 
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entertainment throughout. Open 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Oct. 1 and 10 
a.m.-8 p.m. Oct. 2. 

Blue Army semi-annual Rosary March at Nazareth 
Retirement House, 6333 Rancho Mission Road, is Oct. 2 at 11 
a.m. 

Annual Pit Barbecue and Gymkhana of St. Pius X Church 
in Jamul is Oct. 2. Parade at 9 a.m. is followed by gymkhana. 
Entertainment, games, Bingo and white elephant booth. Free 
admission. Dinner from noon-6 p.m. A new facet, Equitation 
Horse Show, is Oct. 1 at 9 a.m., including 22 events. Church is 
at Lyons Valley Road, one mile north of Highway 94. 

Annual Chicken Barbecue to benefit St. Rose of Lima 
Church, is Oct. 2 from 12:30-6 p.m. in the parish center, Third 
Avenue and H Street, Chula Vista. Sponsored by the Italian 
Catholic Federation, Branch 229. Pre-sale tickets are $3.50; at 
the door $4 and $2 child’s plate. More: 427-1352 or 421-9555. 

Annual St. Francis Festival in honor of the saint is Oct. 2 at 
Mission San Antonio, Pala. Benefit for mission school. High 
Mass in Mission Chapel at 11 a.m. starts the fest. Procession, 
followed by raising of the flag at noon. Games, foods, music and 
Indian dances, museum, 1983 Mission Christmas cards. More: 
742-3317. : 

Mass with healing service, sponsored by San Luis Rey 
Prayer Community, is Oct. 4 at 7:30 p.m. at San Luis Rey 
Mission Church, near Oceanside. Father Ralph Weishaar, main 
celebrant. 

The Electric Grandmother, a film about a family that leases a 
robot grandmother, will be shown Oct. 4 at 349 Cedar St., CCS 
building, at 7:15 p.m. Regular Tuesday meeting of Cursillo 
Singles Ultreya. 

“Cosmic Blast,’’ is the theme of a meeting of Stella Maris 
183, YLI. Grand president of Young Ladies Institute will attend 
the catered dinner held Oct. 6 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Patrick 
Church, 3821 Adams St., Carlsbad. Meeting at 8 p.m. Wear 
space or earthly wear. Donation $4. Reservations: 439-7484. 

Peace in Ireland is the intention of monthly Mass, held Oct. 
7 at 5:15 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church, 2540 San 
Diego Ave., Old Town. Msgr. Patrick Kearney, celebrant. 

Charity Bowl football game is Oct. 7 at 8 p.m. at 
Southwestern College. University of San Diego High School 
Dons square off against the Saints of St. Augustine High School. 
Tenth annual fundraiser for both schools. 

First Friday Mass with Catholic Singles Club, is Oct. 7 at 
5:30 p.m. Info: 234-5494. : 

Julian Apple Festival, Oct. 8, will be seen by St. Patrick’s 
Seniors for $19.50. Tour includes turkey dinner. Detaiis: 
282-7109 or 232-0708. 


Luncheon, card party and boutique sponsored by Court Our 
Lady of San Diego 1878, C.D.A., is Oct. 8, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
St. Mary Hall, 411 East Eighth St., National City. Donation $3. 

‘‘An Afternoon with the Blessed Mother’? will be held at the 


’ Immaculata, USD Campus, Oct. 8 at 1 p.m. Rosary, sermon 


on the Blessed Mother, Benediction. Coffee served later. Info: 
293-3358: 

Fourth annual Religious Education Congress at Imperial 
Valley is Oct. 8 at Central Union High School, El] Centro. 
“Festival of Faith’’ will closely tie into RENEW, officially 
ushered in with the closing Mass of the Congress. 

Fifth annual Hidden Valley Fesh Rince is Oct. 8 and 9, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. on St. Columba parish grounds, 3327 Glencolumn 
Drive, Clairemont. Irish dancing competition attracts hundreds 
of dancers from U.S. and Canada. Admission is $2. 

Spirit Alive, a contemporary music group from L.A., in 
concert on RENEW Sunday, Oct. 9 at 5:30 p.m. Mass and 
afterward at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church, 4177 
Marlborough Ave. More: 280-0515. 

Art show opening and reception is Oct. 9 from 2-4 p.m. at 
Bard Hall in the Unitarian Church, 4190 Front St. St. 
Madeleine Sophie’s Third Very Special Art Show features the 


Professional 
Dressmaking 


& Alterations 


by 
Mari Carmen Didier 
Phone 292-1366 


nine months for $9.00 
To: Name 


Address 
City/State/Zip 


O Payment enclosed $ 
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Send them off to school 


... But send them a reminder 
of their faith and family 


Provide your son or daughter a weekly contact with the 

Catholic roots you have worked so hard to nourish in them. 
Give them Southern Cross to help them keep in touch with 
their faith during these important years. 
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_Send Southern Cross for the school year, 


Mail to: Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138 619/574-6393 


works of students at St. Madeleine’s. Painting will be 9n view 
there from 2-4 p.m. Monday-Friday until Oct. 25. 

‘Heart to Heart,’? Immaculate Heart Auxiliary benefit 
luncheon, is Oct. 11 at Sportsmen’s Lodge, Studio City. 
Celebrity models. Three cruises will be awarded. Proceeds will 
fund completion of a senior Sisters’ residence wing at the 
Waverly Drive Motherhouse. Reservations: (213) 245-1952. 

Mass and healing service celebrated by Fr. Jerry Bevilacqua, 
OSA, is Oct. 11 at 7:30 p.m. at Mary Star of the Sea Church, 
7727 Girard Ave., La Jolla. More: 281-5870.. 

Day of Recollection, sponsored by Stella Maris 183, Yoni, 
for all institutes in District 17, is Oct. 13, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. At 
Prince of Peace Abbey, Benet Hill, Oceanside. Recommended 
donation $10. Lunch: included. Info: 941-4152. 

Day of Prayer at La Providencia House of Prayer, 6913 
Mewall Drive, is Oct. 13 from 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. May attend all 
or part of day. Bring sack lunch. Details: 698-6775. 

Champagne brunch and card party, an Oct. 15 charity 
project of North Shores Catholic Women’s Club is 10:30 a.m.-3 
p.m. at St. Brigid’s auditorium, 4735 Cass St., Pacific Beach, 
Raffle, door prizes and sale of jams, jellies and cakes, Tickets are 
$6. Info: 454-1840 or 272-8495. 

Fr. Peter Navarra will present all-day workshop in Spanish 
for RENEW coordinators and liturgy committee members, Oct. 
15, 9 a.m., St. Charles Church, Imperial Beach. Sponsored by 
Center for Liturgy and Prayer. More: 293-3375. 

St. Rita’s parish bazaar is Oct. 15-16 on the parish grounds. 
Oct. 15 barbecue 1-7 p.m. and Oct. 16 turkey dinner 1-6 p.m. 
Games, foods, prizes available each day. 

Peace Film Festival, concerning peace and the arms race, 
includes Gods of Metal, Oct. 16, 1-8 p.m., at USD’s Camino 
Theater. Admission $4, students $2. Sponsored by the Diocesan 
Peace and Justice Commission. Details: 231-2828, ext: 62. 

Retreat for divorced and separated is Oct. 21-23 at San Luis 
Rey Retreat Center. Suggested donation $50. Reservations: 
757-3659, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Friday. 

Christian Singles, sponsored by Cursillo Singles, will 
experience Romans 8, a scripture-based growth program, Oct. 
21-23 at Santa Sophia Church mini hall, 9800 San Juan, Spring 
Valley. All single adults invited. Details: 579-0995. 

Polish October Fest, at All Hallows Social Center, 6602 La 
Jolla Scenic Drive, is Oct. 22. Dinner and dancing. Donation 
$8.75. Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Point Loma Council 
3947. More: 425-3350 or 275-6528. 

Blood Reserve Fund of St. Catherine Laboure parish, will 
conduct a blood drive Oct. 22 in the C.Y.O. building, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. Anyone can donate to any blood reserve fund at the 
C.Y.O. building. Each donor receives a t-shirt. Details: 
278-4836 or 277-6316. 

Harvest Festival znd barbecue, held by the Barat Auxiliary 
of St. Madeleine Sophie’s, is Oct. 23 from 3-9 p.m. at the 
center, 2111 East Madison Ave., El Cajon. Pumpkins, baked 
goods and crafts sold. Dinner from 5-7 p.m. is $10 adults, $2.50 
for children 12 and under. Reservations required for barbecue: 
281-0557 or 224-5586. 

Mass and healing service, celebrated by Fr. Jerry 
Bevilacqua, OSA, is Oct. 25 at 7:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Grace 
Church, 2766 Navajo Road, Fletcher Hills. 

Frontier Museum, winery tour and tasting and antique shops 
will be experienced by St. Patrick’s. Seniors, Oct. 26. Cost is 
$22.75. Details: 282-7109 or 232-0708. 

‘“‘The Healing Workshop”’ retreat at San Luis Rey Retreat 
Center, is Nov. 4-6. Healing power of prayer, scripture and the 
sacraments explored by team of priests, sister, doctor and nurse. 
Offering is $85, $15 of which is non-refundable. Info: 582-3100 
or 757-3659. 

St. Patrick’s Seniors will see the musical Oklahoma at 
Sebastian’s West in San Clemente, Nov. 6. Buffet included in 
$26.50 tour price. Details: 282-7109 or 932-0708. 

“The Way of Perfection and Questions on Spiritual Life,” a 
seminar based on works of St. Teresa and St. John of the Cross, 
is Nov. 10, led by Fr. Peter Borda. Lay Carmelite Seminar will 
be held at Holy Family parish convent community room, 1947 
Coolidge St., Linda Vista. More: 222-0243. 

Join St. Patrick Seniors for Meet Me in St. Louis, a musical 
at Lawrence Welk’s, Nov. 15 for $25.75. Includes buffet lunch. 
Call 282-7109 or 232-0708. 


Want to make YOUR personal 
Values work in Today’s World? 
Small Group Seminars forming now 


Facilitated by: Marty Bogan 
National Consultant/Seminar Leader 
Former Director of Counseling - CCS 


For Information Call: ; 942-3439 
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Como Llegar al Corazon Hispano 


Por Padre Virgilio P. Elizondo 


Curiosamente la historia se repite; no 
de manera idéntica como si un hecho 
fuera gemelo de otro, sino a grandes 
rasgos. 


Lo noto al leer el borrador de la 
Pastoral sobre el Ministerio Hispano de 
los obispos de los Estados Unidos, que se 
considerara en noviembre. : 


Al citar la importancia de los 
momentos especiales en la catequesis en 
nuestra comunidad hispana, veo signos 
claros de que aflora en la iglesia de hoy su 
mejor intuicidn. 

En mi comunidad hispana, la méxico- 
americana, la educacidn religiosa o 
catequesis nos toca en la mas profundo 
cuando viene unida a la liturgia. 


Para nosotros, la religidn es parte 
integral de la vida. Y la vida entera es 
religién. 

Y en esto se repite un capitulo del 
desarrollo de nuestra religiosidad 
hispana. 

El pueblo latinoamericano tiene una 
historia muy larga. Antes de que llegara 
la nueva cultura espafiola, el mundo 
indigena — que se remontaba a los 
asidticos que habian cruzado el Estrecho 
de Behring — se habia establecido hacia 
ya 30,000 o 50,000 afios. 


En el contexto religioso, habian 


simbolos venerados mucho antes de 
Colén. El mestizaje continud a hacer 
sentir esos simbolos atin hasta el presente. 


E] aire o el viento, por ejemplo, que se 
sienten pero no se ven indicaba el poder y 
mistero de lo divino. 


El agua, para beber or lavarse, era 
importante. 


Los indigenas eran meticulosos en la 
limpieza personal. El acto de lavarse 
habia sido incorporado a un rito de 
bautismo definido. 


‘Otro simbolo era la tierra. Los Incas 
del Pert decian que la ‘‘pacham-mama’”’ 
o tierra madre, era de donde nacian los 
hombres. 


Igualmente, fuego y luz, eran simbolos 
poderosos. El fuego da calor y alumbra, 
pero también destruye. 


Los Aztecas de México tenian rituales 
para complacer al dios de la luz. 


Finalmente, espiritu era lo que da vida 
a la materia, intimamente unido a la 
materia misma. El] mundo indfgena no 
podia concebir de la distincidn entre lo 
material y los espiritual. 


Los misioneros llevaron a cabo una 
campana de evangelizacidn enorme y atin 
hoy asombrosa, en la que se guiaron en 
tres principios. 

Primero, en la ortodoxia doctrinal, es 
decir la teologia o formula de fe esencial. 


Resumen de Noticias 


BOSTON, Mass. (NC) — El Papa 
Juan Pablo II envid telegramas de 
condolencia al arzobispo John Roach, 
Presidente de la Conferencia Nacional de 
Obispos Catdlicos, y al Vicario General 
de la Arquididcesis de Boston, el 17 de 
septiembre, para expresar su sentimento 
por la muerte del Cardenal de Boston, 
Humberto S. Medeiros. 


Otras expresiones de dolor y tributos al 
Cardenal Medeiros, quien muriéd de un 
paro cardiaco el 17 de septiembre en 
Boston, fueron emitidos por numerosas 
figuras religiosas y politicas. 


El senador Edward M. Kennedy 
(D.-Mass) dijo que ‘‘la humildad y la 
compasi6n por los pobres es la herencia 
que dejo el Cardenal Medeiros a todos 
nosotros. Un extraordinario y santo 
dirigente religioso profundamente 
sensitivo, cuya pérdida serd sentida por 
no solo los millones de catdlicos, sino por 
personas de toda otra fe.’’ 


El alcalde de Boston, Kevin H. White, 
calificéS al Cardenal como ‘‘un gran 
hombre’’ en la historia de la ciudad y ‘‘un 
cruzado por los pobres los desamparados 
y las victimas de la discriminacién.”’ 


White dijo que ‘‘traté de ensefiarnos 
como respetarnos unos a otros, ver mas 
alla del color, el credo o la posicién social, 
para que asi podamos ser libres de la 
esclavitud del prejuicio.”’ 


El Cardenal Medeiros, quien fuera 
obispo de Brownsville, Tex., habia sido 
ordenado en la Didcesis de Fall River, 
Mass, donde fué enterrado. 


CIUDAD DEL VATICANO.(NC) — 
El arzobispo de Santigao de Chile, Juan 
Francisco Fresno Larrain, hizo un otro 
llamado por la paz en su pais durante un 
servicio religioso en el que participara e] 
presidente chileno Augusto Pinochet, 
segun inform6é Radio Vaticana. 


““Las graves tensiones experimentadas 
por el pais claman por un ‘entendimiento 
y mutuo respeto’ entre todas las partes, 
dijo el arzobispo Fresno a una audiencia 
que incluia a los mas altos dirigentes del 
gobierno y de la Iglesia de Chile. Habld 
durante la ceremonia, el 18 de 
septiembre, en la Catedral de Santiago, 
para conmemorar el 173 aniversario de la 
independencia chilena. 


Recordando la muerte de mds de 50 
peronsas en los enfrentamientos. entre 
manifestantes y la policia en los Ultimos 


cuatro meses, el Arzobispo Fresno dijo 
que era necesario que se reconozcan y se 
respeten los derechos humanos. 

WASHINGTON (NC) — El Comité 
Administrativo de la Conferencia 
Nacional de Obispos Catdlicos autorizé la 
continuacién de un proyecto dirigido a la 
preparacion de textos lituirgicos uniformes 
en espafiol, para el uso de las didcesis de 
los Estados Unidos. 


Durante su reunidn del 13 al 15 de 
septiembre, el Comité Administrativo 
autorizé6 al Comité Episcopal sobre 
Liturgia continuar con el proyecto. 


Comité sobre Liturgia se espera que 
publique un Sacramentario y un 
Lectionario, y una versién inglés-espafol 
de ‘El Ciudado Pastoral de los Enfermos: 
Ritos de Uncién y Vidtico.’’ 

WASHINGTON (NC) — pepsnas 
en movimiento’’serd el enfoque de la 
tercera semana anual sobre migracidn, 
auspiciada por el Comité sobre Migracién 
y Turismo de la Conferencia Nacional de 
Obispos Catdlicos. 


La semana, comprendida entre el 9 y el 
14 de enero, es la versién norteamericana 
de la conmemoracién promovia por la 
Comisién Pontifica para el ciudado 
pastoral de los migrantes y los turistas. 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (NC) — La 
declaracién de los obispos de Nicaragua 
de que el gobierno Sandinista se esta 
dirigiendo hacia ‘‘la dictadura absoluta 
de un partido politico’’ ha _ sido 
fuertemente criticada por grupos de la 
Iglesia y un obispo, quien dijo que no 
particip6 en la elaboracién del 
documento. 


La declaracién también fue criticada 
por la prensa oficialista. Un periodico dijo 
que la declaracién puso a los obispos a 
lado de los opositores del gobierno y 
“‘utilizado el lenguaje propio de un 
partido de derecha.”’ 


La Conferencia de Obispos de 
Nicaragua emitié un documento el 31 de 
agosto, criticando el proyecto del 
gobierno para el establecimiento de una 
ley de servicio militar bajo los 
Sandinistas. 


El proyecto se ha convertido en ley y 
requiere que todos los hombres, de 18 
afios al servicio activo 0 posiciones de no 
combate. El gobierno dijo que la ley era 
necesaria porque el pais esta amenazado 
por guerrillas respaldadas por los Estados 
Unidos. 


Muchos educadores de habla hispana atendieron el Instituto Catequetico del Otofio 
1983 que se lleva acabo en la Universidad de San Diego. En el Instituto Catequetico se 
ofrecieron conferencias en Espafol e Inglés. 


Segundo, en la adaptacidn. Los 
misioneros se dedicaron a aprender las 
costumbres del mundo indigena. En dos 
afios produjeron el primer diccionario 
indigena y el primer catecismo. 


Tercero, la iglesia misionera vino a 
esuchar y preguntar al indigena: ‘‘:Quién 
eres?’’ En contraste, el conquistador 
declardé sin titubeos — y errdnamente: 


“Tu eres Indio.’’(Vreian que América | 


era la India.) 
Asi dos culturas y dos expresiones de lo 


divino se unieron en un pueblo indo- 
hispano se encuentra cara a cara con el 
europeo estadounidense en el sudoeste 
norteamericano y en otras regiones. 


Si la iglesia logra descubrir los simbolos 
que son auténticamente del pueblo — no 
para canonizarlos, sino para usarlos como 
vehiculo de evangelizacidn — entonces 
llegara verdaderamente al corazén. 


(El P. Virgilio Elizondo es presidente del 
Centro Cultural Meéxtco-Americano, en San 
Antonio, Tex.) 


Cost: $1.25 per 33-character line, $5.00 minimum per issue. Print or type your ad with name, 
address and phone number and send it to: Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 


92138, or phone (714) 574-6393. Ad deadline is 10 a.m. Friday. 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom wiring and lighting. Low 
prices. No job too small. Day or 
night—7 days. 462-8202. Call 


Eric. TF 
YOUNG FAMILY MAN 

Needs hauling and tree work. T. 

Northcutt, 277-6484. TF 
HARDY’S TREE SERVICE 


Economy tree work, hauling, 
ornamental tree pruning, palms, 
ukes. Fully licensed and insured. 15 
yrs. exp. Free estimates. 
278-2963. 1F 


PIANOS FOR SALE, discount prices. 
ABC PIANO, 2903 El Cajon Bivd., San 
Diego, 281-3717. TF 


NEED A ROOFER? Don’t settle for less 
than the best quality work. Afford- 
able prices. Call Ray’s Roofing Co., 
479-8096. TF 


WORLD'S FINEST 50 H.P.  truck- 
mounted Carpet Cleaning Unit. No 
fuss, no‘mess, no electric used, dries 
quickly. Also upholstery cleaned in 
your home or business. McCALL’S 
CLEANING DIVISION. 583-3260. See 
our ad page 19. TF 


MUSIC for your dance or party. Paul 
Sims and his Little Big Band. 
755-5997. TF 


CONTRACTOR'S SPECIAL 
20% off all painting, 25% off all 
wall covering, with this ad. 
WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING: 
High quality, low prices. Also fine 
selection of wall coverings. Refer- 
ences. Call Myles, 569-1527. TF 


ALL AROUND HANDYMAN Painting, 
Exterior/ Interior. Free estimate. Call 


anytime. Albert: 282-3966 TF 
Specialty Auto Appraisers! 


Appraisers of Antique, Classic, Older 
American, Exotic and Special Interest 
Cars. Be sure your car is properly 
insured. Call today — 449-1161. TF 


SOUTHERN CROSS Want Ads get 
results. Mail yours in today! 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


GOODBODY’S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Blvd., 582-1700. 
TF 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 
new bedroom or family room, 2nd 
story addition our specialty. Deal 
direct with contractor John Sickler 
Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
time. Lic. 269965. TF 


NUTS TO YOU and candy too! 15% 
off original gourmet Jelly Belly’s and 
regular Gummy Bears, sugar-free 
choc. and fresh roasted nuts with this 
ad thru Oct. 31. California Nut & 
Candy Co., University Towne Centre, 
452-7900. 50% off selected 
gifts. 9/29 


FOR SALE — Cottonwood Crest: 
Owner must sell due to illness, 3 bdr. 
2 ba., fam. rm., air-cond., solar hot 
water and solar heated pool, 
fireplace, fab. view, easy-care 
landscaping, mint cond., many xtras, 
near Vahalla Hi. $172,500. Call 
(619) 579-2105. TF 


Thanksgiving to St. Jude 
Apostle and martyr, great in virtue, 
rich in miracles, kinsman of Christ, 
faithful intercessor of all who invoke 
your special patronage in time of 
need. To you | have recourse from the 
depths of my heart and humbly beg to 
whom God has given such great power 
to come to my assistance. Help me in 
my present and urgent petition. In 
return | promise to make your name 
known and cause you to be invoked. 
Say three Our Fathers, three Hail 
Marys, three Glorias. Publication 
must be promised. This novena has 
never been known to fail. Thank you, 
St. Jude. B.T. 9/29 


NEW CREDIT CARD! Nobody refused! 

Also Visa/Mastercard. Call 

805-687-6000 Ext. C-1392. 
9/29,10/6,13,20 


landscaping, lawn care, tree 
trimming, hauling, etc. Call for 
estimate. Michael — 232-3291. TF 


Thanks to the Blessed Virgin Mary for 
answering my prayers. 0.F. 
9/29 


Thank you St. Jude for answering my 
prayer. | will continue to pray to you. 
O.F. 9/29 


EXPERIENCED ORGANIST Accompanist 
needed for church in Poway. Call 
Gene Regard, (days) 484-2430, 
(eves.) 487-7457. 9/29 


AUTO FOR SALE — 1979 VW Robbit 
with AM-FM radio, 4-speed, air 
conditioned, rebuilt engine with only 
100 actual miles on it. $2,800 or 
best offer. Call 755-8394. TF 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 while you wait. A DOG’S 
WORLD, 2324-1/2 30th St., San 
Diego, 280-4880; 2869 Ridgeway 
Dr., National City, 267-2577. TF 


Thank you St. Jude for answering my 
prayers. F.N.B. 9/29,10/6,13 


LEGAL NOTICES 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME-STATEMENT 
y 83 18368 
The name of the business: 
TOLID MACHIRAN 
5715-28 Baltimore Dr. 
La Mesa, CA 92041 
Is hereby registered by the following 
persons: 
Hassan Kaeni. 
5715 Baltimore Dr. - 28 
La Mesa, CA 92041 
This business is conducted by a 
Limited Partnership. 
/s/Hassan Kaeni 
This statement was filed. with Robert 
D. Zumwalt, County Clerk of San 
Diego County on Sept. 14, 1983 
Statement expires Dec. 31, 1988 
9/29,10/6,13,20 


September 29, 1985, Southern Cross — 23 
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By Michael Gallagher 
NC News Service 


Hollywood has never shown undue 
regard for historical accuracy. The other 
night on television, I finally caught up 
with an old Errol Flynn movie that I had 
been wanting to see, The Charge of the 


| Light Brigade. 


I was only moderately astounded to 
learn that the immortal blunder at 
Balaklava wasn’t a blunder after all, but 
an entirely successful -action that took 
place because of the heroic resolve of a 
young officer, previously unknown to 
history. He was determined to give his 
regiment a chance to even an old score 
with a wily and villainous khan now allied 
with the Russians and ensconced on the 
heights right behind all those big guns. 


AND NOW nearly five decades later 
we find Hollywood still up to its old tricks 
with Lawrence Kasdan’s The Big Chill. 


Kasdan was the man, you may 
remember, who as scriptwriter for 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, depicted the 
Afrika Korps in secure possession of 
Egypt in 1936, presumably having 
surprised Field Marshal Montgomery by 
showing up a few years early for their big 
date. 


The Big Chill purports to be a drama of 
lost hope, a lament for the idealism of the 
60s. Seven friends who lived together a 
decade-and-a-half ago while students at 
the University of Michigan gather for the 
funeral of the most brilliant of their 
number, a suicide. 


KASDAN DOESN’T do anything as 
blatant here as revising Balaklava to make 
it into an Errol Flynn vehicle or handing 
Egypt over to the Nazis, but in terms of 
conveying the passion, confusion and 
idealism of the ’60s seen in rueful 
retrospect, he is still playing false with 
history and this time much more 
seriously. 


For The Big Chill is not supposed to be 
a fun movie. It’s supposed to be true. Yet 
the smug, closed world it portrays is so far 
from the truth as to recall Mary 
McCarthy’s controversial appraisal of 
another writer: ‘‘Every word she writes is 
a lie, including the ‘and’ and the ‘the.’ ”’ 


Kasdan and his co-author neglect to tell 
us just what kind of revolutionary and 
idealistic activity these ex-revolutionaries 
and ex-idealists were up to, a failure that 
springs perhaps as much from ignorance 
as from a desire to turn out a slick, glossy 
movie that will make it big at the box 
office. x 

KASDAN TOLD The New York 
Times that he wanted to become a miovie 
director in college. And so while studying 
and ‘‘going to the occasional 
demonstration,’? Kasdan said, quite 
unself-consciously, that ‘‘he spent a lot of 
time going to the movies.”’ 
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Recent Film Classifications 
© Cujo (Warners): A-III, adults; R, 
restricted. 
© Eddie and the Cruisers (Embassy): 
A-II, adolescents and adults; PG, 


parental guidance. 

e Educating Rita (Columbia): A-III, 
adults; PG, parental guidance. 

© Strange Invaders (Orion): A-II, 
adolescents and adults; PG, parental 
guidance. 


After he got out of college, came the big 
chill: ‘‘Mr. Kasdan discovered it wasn’t 
easy to break into the film business.’’ The 
poor fellow had to work in advertising for 
a while, and he didn’t achieve what he 
wanted, together with fame and fortune, 
until he was well into his 30s. 


This is the kind of man — typical of so 
many young Hollywood directors — who 
has been anointed to convey the 
American experience to us. A man whose 
most vivid experiences seem to have come 
not from messy old life but from the 
screen, a man, moreover, who had to wait 
until he was in his mid-30s to achieve 
success. 


LET’S TAKE a look at the people in 
The Big Chill. 


One of the group is a doctor. How did 
she keep up her grades to make medical 
school while she was marching on 
Washington in a platoon of the Armies of 
the Night? 

Another suffered a wound in Vietnam 
that has left him sexually incapacitated. 


But why did he go to Vietnam to begin . 


with if he was a revolutionary? 


A THIRD, who now writes for People 
magazine but then was a reporter on the 
campus newspaper, made the man who 
committed suicide famous, we are led to 
believe, by writing a column about him. 
Well, it may have been easy to become 
famous in the 60s, but even 60s protester 
Mark Rudd had to do something more 
than turn down a fellowship and get 
written up in his school paper. 


Finally, these bright, articulate, 
moderately to desperately disillusioned 
and unhappy people sit around all 
weekend and talk and talk, but never once 
does the name John Kennedy, Lyndon 
Johnson, Eugene McCarthy or Richard 
Nixon come up. Nor, save as a place to be 
made impotent, does Vietnam or the 
bomb. 


Drugs, televison, jogging, sex, rock 
music and manipulation are big items, 
however, presumably because Kasdan 
does know something about these 
subjects. : 

IF I MUST see a phoney movie, at 
least give me Errol Flynn. 
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% Photo by Susan Nowak 
USD INVITES — 3,500 invitations to the University of San Diego Auxiliary’s Oct. 31 
fashion show were addressed Sept: 19 by auxiliary volunteers. Here, Patty Edwards, 
auxiliary chairman and member of All Hallows parish, helped in the effort that took 
about six hours. Twenty-five women in the 450-member group helped with the task. 


By Henry Herx 
NC News Service 


After having played on the TV screens 
of the nation every night for the better 
part of a decade, the Vietnam War is back 
for a long-overdue return engagement 
with the American public. 


This time around, instead of the 
fragmentary bits and pieces of the day’s 
news, the events of the war are looked at 
within the larger context of the past 
through the 13-part series, Vietnam: A 
Television History, premiering Tuesday, 
Oct. 4, 9-10 p.m. on PBS (Channel 15 in 
San Diego). 

TEN YEARS after President Nixon 
declared the war-over and brought the 
troops home, Americans find themselves 
as bitterly divided about Vietnam as they 
were then. This first ‘‘television. war’’ 
was a painfully tragic experience not only 
for those who waged it but also for those 
watching its torturous course unfold with 
all the immediacy of the home screen. 


Because so many questions and issues 
about the war remain unresolved, the 
subject still stirs instant controversy. The 
aim of this documentary series is to clarify 
what actually happened in Southeast Asia 
by assembling the facts and presenting 
them within a rigorously objective 
historical perspective. Wherever there is a 
variance of opinion about events, it is not 
the narrator but those who took part in 
them who explain their different views. 


Establishing the historical background 
for the series is the Oct. 4 Roots of a War. 
A rapid montage of 2,000 years of the 
Vietnamese struggle to remain 
independent of more powerful neighbors, 


especially China, ends with its conquest 
as a French colony in 1885. A central 
portion of the program is devoted to a 
biography of Ho Chi Minh and his 
leading part in the struggle against the 
French and then the Japanese during 
World War II. 


SUPPORTED BY American arms 
and intelligence agents during the war, 
Ho declared the independence of 
Vietnam after the Japanese surrendered. 
The French, however, re-established their 
control and Ho’s appeals to Washington 
went unanswered. 


The result was The First Vietnam War 
(1946-1954), the program which airs the 
following night, Oct. 5, 9-10 p.m. The 11 
remaining programs air each week on 
Tuesdays at 9 p.m. until the series’ 
conclusion Dec. 20. 


The French experience in Vietnam, 
ending with the debacle at Dien Bien 
Phu, was as disastrous as that of the 
Americans later. The same mistakes were 
made in overestimating the power of 
military superiority and underestimating 
the strength of nationalistic patriotism — 
a lesson which should effect our policies in 
Central America. 


WRITTEN AND produced by Judith 
Vecchione, these first two programs 
establish the serious tone of this very 
ambitious undertaking. Narrated in a 
unemotional and objective manner, the 
series perhaps is able to effect a national 
catharsis, a step toward reconciliation of 
the American public over this tragic 
chapter in our history. 


OO ER NOME. 7. O_, 


What's a missionary gonna buy with my Dad's quarter? 


DON’T BE EMBARRASSED ON MISSION SUNDAY. 
GIVE GENEROUSLY! 


Remember Oct: 23 


